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REACH’S CATECHISM 


1 Question. Who was the firsjt and chiefest Being ? 

Answer. God is the first and chiefest Being. 

Thus ‘•aitli the Lord, the King of Israel, and his Redeemer the 
Loid of Hosts, L am the Fust, and I am the Last, and beside 
me there is no dod. Isaiah xliv. 6. 

For thou, Lord, art high above all theeaith : 1 hou art exalted fa* 
above all Gods. Psalm xcvii, 9. 

2 Q. Ought every one to believe there is a God ? 

A. Every one ought to believe there is a God, and 

it ia their great sin and folly who do not. 

Hut without faith it is impossible to please him ; for he that 
cnmeth to God must believe that he is. Ileb. xi. <», 

1 lie tool hath said in his heart there is no God ; they are corrupt, 
they have done abominable woiks. Psalm xiv. J. 

3 Q. How may we know there is a God ? 

A . The light of nature ill man, and the works of 
God plainly declare there is a God, but his word and 
Spirit only do it fully and effectually for the salvation 
ol sinners. 

Because that which may be known of God is manifest in them ; 
for God hath shewed it unto them. For the invisible tilings of 
him ftom the creation of the wodd are clearly seen, being understood 
by tne things that are made, even his eternal powei and God¬ 
head. Rom. i. 19, 20. 

The heavens declaie the glory of God, and the firmament shewetu 
his handy work. Day unto day uttereth speech, and night unto night 
sheweth knowledge. Psalm xix. 1,8. 

But God hath (evealed them to us by his Spirit; for the Spirit 
searcheth all things, yea, the deep things ot God. 2 Cor. ii. 1 it. 

And that from a child thou hast known the holy scriptures, which 
are able to make thee wise unto salvation, through faith Which u in 
Chust Jevup. 2 1 an, tii. 5. 
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He doth according to Ins will m the amfy of,heaveni and among 
the inhabitants of the eaith. l)an, iv. 35. 

12 Q. What is the work of creation ? 

A . The work of creation is God's making all thing-* 
of nothiug, by the word of lus power, m the space of 
six dajs, and all very good. 

In the beginning God created the heaven and the earth. Gen. 
i i 

1 hiough faith we understand that the worlds weic framed by the 
woid of God, so that things winch are sten, were not made ot 
things which do appear, JJeb. xi.3. 

And God saw every thing that he had made, and behold it was 
veiy good , and the evening and the morning were the sixth da* 
Gen. i 31 

13 Q . How did God create man ? 

A, God created man male and female, aftei his own 
image, in knowledge, righteousness, and holiness, with 
dominion over the creatures. 

$o God created man m bis own image, in the image^ of 
God creattd he him, male and female created he them. And God 
blessed them, and God said unto them He fruitful and multiply 
and replenish the earth, and subdue it, and have dominion over the 
fish of tlie sea, and over the fowl of the an, and over eveiy living 
thing that moveth upon the eaith. Gen. l. 27, 28 

And have put on the new man, winch is renewed in knowledge, 
after the image of him that crealed him. Col in. 1(> 

And that ye put on the new man which after God is* created in 
ughteousne&s, and true holiness. Lph. iv. 24 

14 Q. What are God's works of providence ? 

A. God’s woiks of providence aie his most holv, 
wise* and powerfu 1 presetving, and governing all his 
dentures, and all their actions. 

r i he Lord is righteous u all Ips ways, and holy m all his work*. 
r«alm tx(v 17, * 

1 Ins aM oomoth forth from the Lord of hosts, which is wondei* 
fid m oo insel, and ej^Ilent in Working. Daiah xxviii, 29. 

I p 1 .oldmg all things by ihe woid of bis power. Heb. 1 .1. 

tl»s kingdom rfcletb over all. Psalm tiiju 19. 

A'p not (wo sparroWs sold fora farthing * And one of them shall 
iot fall to the grhund without vout Father. Matt. x. 29. 

13 Q, “What special act of prou^frice did God 
exercise towards man, in the estate wherein he was 
* created? 

** A . *Wben God had created man, he entered into a 
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covenant of life with him, upon condition of perfect 
obedience, forbidding him to eat of the tree of knowledge 
of good and evil, upon pain of death. 

And the law is not of faith, but the man that doth them, shall 
lnemthem. Gal. ni. 12. 

But of tiie t r ee of the knowledge of good and evil, thou dialt not 
eat of it, for m the day that thou eateat thereof thou shalt surely 
die. Gen. 11 . 17. 

16 Q. Did our first parents continue in that estate 
wherein they were created l 

A . Our first parents, being left to the freedom of 
their own will, fell from the estate wbeiem they were 
created, by sinning against God. 

God hath made man upright, but they have sought out it any 
inventions. Eccles. vu. 29. 

Por all have sinned, and cotne short of the glory of God. Korn. 

ill. 21. 

17 Q. What is sin ? 

4. Sin is any want of conformity unto, or trans¬ 
gression of the law of God. 

• YV hosoever-committeth sin transgre^seth also the law, lot sm 
is the transgression of the law. l John m. 4. 

18 Q. What was the sin whereby our first patents 
fell from the estate wherein they were created ? 

A. The sm whereby our first parents fell from the 
estate wherem they were created, was their eating the 
forbidden fruit. 

* 

And when the woman saw that the tree was good for food, and 
that it was pleasant to the eyes, and a tree to be desired to nuke 
one wise, she took of the fruit thereof, and did eat, and gave al-o 
unto her husband with hei, and he did eat. And the man caul, 
7 he woman whom thou gavest to be with me, she gave me of the 
tree and i did eat. And the Lord God said unto the woiniu. 
What is this that thou hast done ? And, the woman said, lhe 
c erpent beguiled me, and I did Gen. in* 6, 12, 13. 

19 Q. Did all mankind fall in Adam's first trans¬ 
gression ? 

A. The covenant being made with Adam, not only 
for himself, bitf for his posterity, all mankind descend¬ 
ing from him by ordinary generation, sinned in him, 
and fell with him in his first transgression. 

And the Lord God commanded the man* saying, Of every tree of 



the qanli n thou majest freely eat, but of the tree of knowledge or 
good and evil, thou shalt not eat of it, form the day that thou 
e a test thereof thou shalt surely die* Gen. u. 16,17 
By man came death in Adam all die. i Cor. xv. 91 , 22 . 

A? by one man sin enteied into the world, and death b\ sm 
so death passed upon all men, for that all have sinned Rom v. 12 

20 Q. Into what estate did the fall bring mankind K 
A . The fall bi ought mankind mtp an estate of sin 

and miaer\ 

Behold, I wa«> shapen m iniquity, and in sm did my mother t on- 
teive me Psalm J» 5, 

B\ one man’s offence death reigned by one ? by the offence of 
one judgment came upon all men to condemnation. Rom . v 17,18 

21 Q, Wherein consists the sinfulness of that estate 
wheieinto man fell ? 

A The sinfulness of that estate wheremto man fell 
consists in the guilt of Adam's first sm, the want of 
original righteousness, and the corruption of his whole 
nature, which is commonljrcalled original sin, togethei 
w ith all actual transgressions which proceed from it 

By one man’:, disobedience many were made sinners Rom 
v 19 

1 here is none righteous, no not one Rom. 111 10 . 

\\ ho can bring a clean thing out of an unclean 5 not one Jo) 
\iv 4 

\\ t are all as an unclean thing. Isnah ixtv 0 
f \ery man is tempted when be is drawn away of his own liM 
md enticed Junes 1 14. 

1 or out of the heart proceed evil thought®, murdeis, aduhene' 
fornications, thefts, false witness, blasphemies Matt, m 19. 

22 Q What is the misery of that estate whereinto 
man fell ? 

A All mankind by their fall lost communion with 
•iod, aie under las w tftth, and curse, and so made liable 
to all the miseries of this life, to death itself, and to the 
pam^ of hell for QY&t* 

a aim and bis wtfqjiid ^thqniselres fro*U the presence of the 
1 01 i bod among&t the trees of the garden. Bo he dro\e out the 
1 an C«en in 8 , 24. > 

An 1 were by nature tlie children of wrath, even as others. Eph 

i« ■» 

Ci»®edis every one that contmitcth nothin aR thing, which aie 
w mun hi the book of the Uw to do them. Gal ui 10 
Mm that ts bom of a wtfhiap is but of few lays anl full ol 
Houl le Job xii, J. 
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The wages of sin is death*, Rom. vi. 23. 

These suall go away into everlasting punishment. Matt, 
xxv. 46, . 

The wicked shall be turned into hell, and all the''nations that 
forget God. Psalm ix. 17. 

23 Q. Did God leave, all’mankind to peridi in th« 
estate of sin and misery ?„ 

A. God having out of his mete' good pleasure from 
all eternity elected some to everlasting life, did enter 
into a covenant of grace., to deliver them out of the es¬ 
tate of sih and misery, and to bring them into an es¬ 
tate of salvationby a. Redeemer. „■ 

Because God hath from the beginning chosen you to salvation. 
2 Thcs. ii. 13. 

I will preserve thee, and give thee for a covenant of the people, 
Isaiah xlix; 8, 

Thai as sin hath reigned tmto death, even so might grace 
reign through righteousness unto eternal life, by Jesus Christ out 
Lord, Horn. v.'fll. 

24 Q, Syho is the Redeemer of God's elect ? 

A, The only Redeemer of God’s elect is the Lord 
•Jesus Christ, who being the eternal Son of God, be¬ 
came man; and so was, and continueth to be God arid 
man, in two distinct natures, and one person for ever. 

Christ hath redeemed us from the curse of the law. Gal. iii. 13. 
Foe there is one God, and one Mediator between God and 
men, the Man Christ Jesus. 1 Tim. ii. 5. 

The Lord Jesus Christ the Shu of the Father in truth, t John 3. 
And the Word was made flesh, and.dwelt among us, and we be¬ 
held his glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the Father, full 
of giace and truth. ' John i. 14. 

God was manifest in the flesh. 1 Tim* iii. 16, 

Whose are the Fathers, and of whom, as concerning the flesh 
Christ came, who is over all, God‘blessed for ever. Horn. ix. 5. 

In him dwelleth all the fulness ■ of the Godhead bodily. 
Col. ii. 9, 

But this man because he continueth ever. Ffeb. vii. 24. 

25 ^Q. How did Christ, being the Sen- of God, be¬ 
come'mail? , '-A < ■ ‘ • " 

A. Christ the Sow of God became man, by taking 
to himself a true body, and a reasonable soul, being 
conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit, in the womb 
of the Virgin Mary, and born of her, yet without sin. 

Forasmuch then as the children are partakers of flesh and 
blood, he also himself likewise took part of me dame. Heb. ii. 14. 
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A body hast thou prepared me. Heb, x. 5. 

Now is my soul troubled. John xii. 27. 

Behold thou shalt conceive in thy womb and bring forth a son, 
and shalt call his name Jesus, 'I he Holy Ghost shall come upon 
thee, ani the power of the Highest shall overshadow thee, there, 
fore that holy thing which shall be born of thee shall be called 
the Son of God. Luke i. 31, 35. 

But was in all points tempted like as we are, yet without sin. 
Heb. iv. is. 

Such an high priest became us, who is holy, harmless, undefiled, 
separate from sinners. Jleb. vii. 26* 

2 6 Q. What offices doth Christ execute as^our Re¬ 
deemer ? 

A. Chrisf; as our Redeemer executeth the offices of 
a prophet, of a priest, and of a king, both in his estate 
of humiliation and exaltation. 

Moses truly said unto the fathers, £ prophet shall the Lord your 
God raise up unto you of your brethren, like unto me, him shall 
ye hear in all things whatsoever he shall say unto you. Acts iii. 22. 

Thou art a priest for ever, after the order of Melchisedec. 
Heb. v. 6. 

Yet have I set my king upon ray holy hill of Zion. Psalm ii, 6. 

27 Q. How doth Christ execute the office of a’ 
prophet ? 

A. Christ executeth the office of a prophet in reveal¬ 
ing to us, by his word and spirit the will of God for 
our salvation. 

No man hath seen God at any time ; the only begotten Son, 
which is in the bosom of the Father, he hath declared him. 
John i. 18. 

All things that I have heard of my Father, I have made known 
unto you, John xv. 1.*. 

The Comforter, which is the Holy Ghost, whom the Father will 
send in my name, he shall teach you all things. John xiv. 26. 

28 Q. How doth <1 hrist execute the office of a priest ? 

A. Christ executeth the office of & priest, in his once 

offering up of himff&lf a sacrifice to satisfy divine justice, 
and reconcile us tbrGod, and in making continual inter¬ 
cession for us. />■ 

Christ was once offered to bear the sins of many. Heb ix. 28. 

Hath given himself an offering and a sacrifice to Cod. Kph. v. 2. 

In all things it behoved him to be made like unto his brethien ; 

. that he might be.a merciful and faithful high priest in things per. 
raining to God, to make reconciliation for the sins of the people. 
IJeb. n. 17 . 
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He is able also to save them to the uttermost, that come unto God 
by him, seeing lie ever liveih to make intercession for them, 
lleb. vii. 23. 

29 Q. How doth Christ execute the office of akiijg ?' 

A. Christ executeth the office of a king, in,subduing* 

us to himself, ruling* and defending us, and in re¬ 
straining and conquering all his and our enemies. 

Thy people shall be willing in the day of thy power. Psalm cx. 3. 

For out of thee shall come a governor that shall rule my people 
Israel. Matt. ii. 6. 

The Lord of hosts shall defend them. 2ech. ix. J5. 

The wiatli of man shall praise thee, the remainder of wrath shalt 
thou restrain. Psalm lxxvi. 10. 

For he must leigu, pH he hath put all enemies under his feet. 

1 Cor. xv. 25. 

30 Q. Wherein did Christ’s humiliation consist ? 

A. Christ’s humiliation consisted in his being born, 
and that in a low condition, made under the law, under¬ 
going the miseries of- this life, the wrath of God, and 
the cursed death of the cross, in being buried, and con¬ 
tinuing under the power of death for a time. 

• 

And she brought forth her first-born son, and wrapped him m 
swaddling-clothes, and laid him in a manger. Luke ii. 7. 

God sent forth his Son made of a woman, made under the law. 
Gal. iv. 4. 

He is despised and rejected of men, a man of sorrows, and 
acquainted with giief. Isaiah liii. 3. 

And being in an agony, he prayed more earnestly ; and his sweat 
was as it were groat drops of blood falling to the giouud. 
Luke xxii. 44. 

Jesus cried with a loud voice, My God, my God, why hast thou 
forsaken roe ? Matt, xxvii. 46. 

He humbled himself, and became obedient unto death, even the 
death of the cross. Phil. u. 8,| 

And that fie was buried. 1 Cor. xv. 4. 

As Jonas was three days and three nights in the whale’s belly, so 
shall the Sou of man be three days and three nights, in the heait 
of the earth. Matt, xii, 40, 

31 Q. Wherein consisteth Christ’s exaltation ? 

A . Christ’s exaltation consistent in his rising again 
from the dead on the third day, -in ascending up into 
heaven, in sitting at the right hand of God the Father; 
and in coming to judge the world at the last day. 

And that he rose again the third day according to the scriptures.^ 
1 Cor .xv. 4. * 

This same Jesus which is taken up from you, into heaven, shall 



so come in like manner as ye have seen him go into heaven. 
Acts i. 11. 

And set him at his own riglit hand' in the heavenly places. 
Eph. i. 20. 

After the Lord had sphken unto them, lie was received up into 
heaven, and sat on the right hand of God. Markxvi. ip. 

He hath appointed a day in the which he Will judge the woild 
in righteousness, by that man whom he hath ordained ; whereof lie 
hath given assurance unto all men, in that he hath raised him ftotn 
the dead. Acts xvii, 31. 

32 Q. How are we mhde partakers' of the redemp¬ 
tion purchased by Christ ? 

A. We are made partakers of the redemption pur¬ 
chased by Christ* by^the effectual application of it us to. 
by his holy spirit. 

To redeem them that were trader the law, that we might receive 
the adoption of sons. Gab iv. 6. 

Not by works of righteousness, which we have done; but accord¬ 
ing to his mercy he saved us;‘by the washing of regeneration, and 
renewing of the Holy Ghost; which' be shed on us abundantly 
through Jesus Christ our Saviour. Tit. iii. !>, 6. 

83 Q, How doth the SpiHt apply to us the redemp¬ 
tion purchased by Christ ? 

A. The Spirit applieth to ; us the redemption pur¬ 
chased by Christ, by' working faith in us, and there¬ 
by uniting us to Christ in our effectual calling. 

By grace are ye saved through faith j and that not of yourselves, 
it is .the gift of ’God. Eph. ii. 8. r; 

That Christ may dwell in your; hearts by faith. Eph. iii. 17. 

God is faithful, by whom ye were called'uttto the fellowship of 
his Son Jesus Christ. J Cor. i. 9*. , 

34 Q. What is effectual calling ? 

A . Effectual ,calling^ is the work of God’s Spirit, 
whereby convincing us* Of our sin and misery, enlight¬ 
ening our minds iiHhe;-knowledge-of Christ, and re¬ 
newing our will^W doth persuade onjd fcn&ble us to em¬ 
brace Jesus Chnsl^reely re< ^ tQ : , wr. gospel. 

Who saved tpfcj*&d,.cfcBed u$ with, a hoiy calling. 2 Tim.' 

i. p. , yfy : f i ‘ C r , 

Whence is come; h«f will convince the World'of sin. John kvi. 8. 

When they heard this they were pricked { ip tn^rf liearts, and said 
unto Peter, and to the rest of the apostles, Mere ai$ brethren what 
shall wed&?’ Act$ it. 37. i ^ ", 

& To opert their O#®*, and to turn them from darkness to light, and 
worn the power ef Satan unto God. Acts .vxvi. 18. 

'"A new heart, also will I give you, and a new spirit will J put 



Mitfiin you, and l will take away the stony heart out ul' your fie^h, , 
and I will give you a heartof flesh, Ezek, xxxvi. 26. 

No man can come to i?oe, except the Father which hath sent me, 
draw him. Kveiy man that hath heard.and learned, of the Father, 
cometh unto me. John vi, 44, 45, 

35 Q, , What benefits do they that are.eflectually call¬ 
ed partake of in this life ? 

A. They that are .effectually called do, in this life, 
partake of justification, adoption, sanctification, and the 
several benefits which in this life do either accompany or 
flow from them. 

Moreover whom he did predestinate, them he also called; and 
.vhom he called, them he also justified ; and whom lie justified, 
them he also glorified, llom. viij. 30. 

Ye are all the childreu of God, by faith in Christ Jesus. 
G«il. in. 26. 

Ye are washed, ye are sanctified., 1 Cor. vi. H, 

Of hint are ye in Christ Jesus, who of God is made unto us 
ru-doni, ahd righteousness,. and sanctification, and., redemption. 

I Cor. i. 30. 

36 Q. What is justification ? 

A. Justification is an act of God’s free grace, wherein 
jte pardoneth all our sins* and .accepteth $$fts righteous 
tn his sight* only for the righteousness of, Christ im¬ 
puted to us, and received by faith alone. 

Being justified freely by his grace, through the redemption that 
is in Jesus Christ. Rom. hi. 24* . 

In whom we have redemption through his, blood, the forgiveness 
ofnns, according to the riches of hla grace. Eph. i. 7. 

For he hath made him sinfor us who knew no sin, that we might 
be made the righteousness of Godin him. 1 Cor. v, 2l. 

David also describeth the blessedness of the man unto whom 
Gud imputed) righteousness.without works* Rom. iv. 6. 

Even the righteousness of God which is by faith of Jesus Christ. 
Horn. ii. 22. 

Not having mine own righteousness, which is of the law, but that 
which is thiough the faith of Christ, Phil, hi. p. 

37 Q. What is. ad option ? 

A. Adoption is an act of God’s, free grace, where¬ 
by we are received into the number, and htvye a right 
to all the privileges of the sons,of God. 

JVbold, what manner of love the 'Father hath bestowed upon 
v.s, that ive should be called the softs of God. l John iii. 1. 

As many as received him, to them gave jie power to become the 
1*01)3 of God, even to them that believe on his name. John.i. 12. 

And if children, then heirs ; heirs of God* and joint-heirs with 
Cl.ust. Rom. vui. 17. 
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38 Q. What is sanctification ? 

A. Sanctification is the work of God’s free grace, 
whereby we are renewed in the whole man, after the 
image of God, and are enabled more and more to die 
unto sin, and live unto righteousness. 

God hath from the beginning chosen you to salvation, through 
sanctification of the spirit. 2 Thess. ii. 13. 

Arid be renewed in the spiiit of your mind ; and that ye put on 
the new man, which after God lscieated m lighteousnes-s and tine 
holiness. Eph. iv. 23, 24. 

Likewise reckon ye youiselvcs to be dead indeed unto sin, but 
alive unto God. Kom, vi. 13. 

39 Q. What are the benefits which in this life doac- 

or flow from justification, adoption, and sanc~ 
tificatiou ? 

A. The benefits which in this life do accompany or 
flow from justification, adoption, and sanctification, are 
assurance of God's love, peace of conscience, joy in 
the holy Spirit, increase of grace, and perseverance 
therein to the end. 

Jieing junt.fiedf-by faith, we have peace with God, through o(>. 
Lord Jesus Clwist, 13y whom also we havp access by faith into 
this grace wheiein we stand, and rejoice in hope of the glory of 
God. And hope maketh not ashamed, because the love of God in 
fchedabioad in our heaits by the Holy Ghost which is given unto us. 
If om. v. J, 2, 5. 

'1’lie kingdom of God is not meat and drink, but i ighteou-jiies?, 
and peace, and joy m the Holy Ghost. Horn. xiv. 17. 

The path ot the just is as the sinning light that shineth more and 
more unto the peitect day. Piov. iv. 18. 

Who ate kept by the powei of God, through faith unto salvation 

1 Pet. n 5. 

40 Q. What benefits do believers receive from Christ 
at their death ? 

A. The souls of believers are at their death made 
perfect in holiness, and do immediately pass into glory, 
ond their bodies .being still united to Christ, do rest 
in their graves, fill the resurrection. 

And to the spirits of just men made perfect, fleb. xii. 23. 

Having a desire to depart, and to be with Christ. Phil. i. 27. 

To be absent from the body, and to be present with the Lord. 

2 Cor. v. 8. 

Them also which sleep in Jesus will God bring with him. 1 Thtss 
iv. 14. 
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He shall enter into peace ; they shall rest in their beds, each one 
walking in his uprightness. Isaiah lvii. 2. 

And though after my skin, worms destroy this body, yet in my 
flesh shall I see God. Job xix. 26. 

41 Q. What benefits do believers receive from Christ 
at the resurrection ? 

A. At the resurrection, believers being raised lip in 
glory shall be openly acknowledged and acquitted in 
the day of judgment, and made perfectly blessed both 
in soul and body, in the full enjoyment of God, to all 
eternitv. 

It is sown in dishonour, it is raised in glory. 1 Cor. xv. 43. 

Whosoever shall confess me before men, him will I confess aLo 
before my Father which is in heaven. Matt. x. 32. 

That your sins may be blotted out, when the limes of refreshing 
shall come from the presence of the Lord. Acts iii. 19 . 

When he shall appear, we shall be like him ; for we shall 
Iii in as lie is. John ui, 12. 

And so shall we ever be with the Lord, l Thess, iv. 17. 

42 Q. But what shall be done to the wicked at then- 
death ? 

A. The souls of the wicked shall at' their death be 
cast into the torments of hell, and their bodies lie in 
their graves till the resurrection and judgment of the 
great day. 

The lich man also died, and was buried, and in hell he lifted up 
hiseyes, being in torments. And he cried, and said Father Abraham, 
have mercy on me, and send Lazarus, that he rnay dip the tip of lu>, 
finger in water,and cool my tongue; for I am tormented in this flame. 
Luke xvi. *2, 23, 24. 

Like sheep they are laid in the grave, death shall feed on them. 
Psalm xhx. 14. 

43 Q. What shall be done to the wicked at the 
day of judgment,? 

A . At the day of judgment, the bodies of the wicked, 
being raised out of their graves, shall be sentenced to¬ 
gether with their souls to unspeakable torments with 
the devil and his angels for ever; 

Many of them that sleep in the dust of the earth shall awake, 
some to everlasting life, and some to shame and everlasting 
contempt. Dan* xu. 2. 

All tnat are in the graves shall hear his voice, and shall come 
forth ; they that have done good unto the resurrection of life, aad 
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that have clone evil unto the resurrection of damnation* 
John v. 28-, 2.9. 

Who shall be punished with eveilasting destruction. 2Thes«. i. 9. 
- Depart, ye cursed, into everlasting fire, prepared tor the devil aud 
his angels. Matt, xxv, 41. 

44 Q .. What is the duty - which God requireth of 
in an ? 

A . The duty which God requireth of man is obe¬ 
dience to his revealed will. 

He hath shewed thee, O jnau, what is good, and what doth the 
J.ord require of thee, but to do justly, and to love meicy, and to 
walk humbly with thy God ? JVIicah vi. 8. 

Thou hast commanded us to Jceep thy precepts diligently. 
Psalm cXix. 4., 

45 Q. What did God at first reveal to man for the 
rule of his obedience ? 

A. The rule which God at first revealed to man for 

his obedience was the moral law. 

♦ 

For when the Gentiles which have not the law, do by nature the 
things contained in the law, these having not the hxwaiealaw 
unto themselves ; which shew the work of the law written in their 
hearts. Rom. ii. 14, 15. 


46 Q. Where is»the moral law summarily compre¬ 
hended ? 

A. The moral law is summarily comprehended in 
the ten commandments. 

*And he wrote on the tables according to the fiist wilting, the ten 
commandments. Dent. x. 4. 

Jt thou wilt enter into life, beep the, commandments. 
Matt. xix. 17. 


47 Q. What is the sum of the ten commandments? 

A. The sura oi the ten commandments is, to love 

the Lord our God with all our heart, with all our soul, 
with all our strength, end with all our. mind, and our 
neighbour as oif%elv«s. v. 

Thou shalt fovfttraLi'ftt thy God with all thy heart, and with 
, Tiy soul* and, wife all thy mind. This is the first and great 
commandment. And the second, is like unto' it, Thou shall love 
thy neighbour as thyBelf. On these two commandments hang all 
>h*> law and lire prophets. Matt. xxii. 37,38, 40, 

48 Q. What is the preface to the ten command¬ 
ments ? 
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A. The preface to the ten commandments is in these 
woi ds, 1 am the Lord thy God which hath brought 
thee out of the laud of Egypt, out of the house of 
bondage. 

Exodus xx. 2. 

49 Q. What doth the preface to the ten command¬ 
ments teach us ? 

A. The preface to the ten commandments teacheth 
us, that because God is the Lord, and our God, and 
Redeemer, therefore we are bound to keep all his 
commandments. 

Thou shalt Jove the Lord thy God, and keep his charge, and his 
statute'-, ami hU judgments, and his commandments alway. 
JDeut. xi. l. 

That we being delivered out of the hands of our enemies, might 
serve him without fear, in holiness and righteousness before him 
all the days of our lives. Luke i. 74. 75. 

50 Q. Which is the first commandment ? 

A. The first commandment is, Thou shalt have no 
pther Gods before me. 

Exodus xx. 3. 

51 Q . What is required in the first commandment ? 

A. The first commandment requireth us to know 

and acknowledge God to be the only true God, and 
our God, and to worship and glorify him accordingly. 

And thou Solomon, my son, know thou the God of thy father. 

] Chron. xxviii. 9. 

Thou hast avouched the Lord this day to he thy God, Deut. 
xxvi. 17. _ , ' 

Give unto the Loid the glory due unto his name; worship the 
Lord in the beauty of holiness. Psalm Xxix. 2. 

Thou shalt worship the Loid thy God, and him only shalt thou 
serve. JMatt. iv. JO. 

52 Q. What is forbidden in the first command¬ 
ment ? 

A. The first commandment forbiddeth the denying, 
or not worshipping and glorifying the true God as 
God, and our God; and the giving that worship and 
glory to any other, which is due unto him alone. 

It shall he there for a witness unto yott» lest ye deny your God, 
Josl.ua xxiv. 27. 



8o that they are without excuse, because that when they ftnew 
God, t hey gloufied him not as God. Romans i. 20, 21. 

And departing away from our God. Isaiah lix. 13. 

Who changed the truth of God into a lie, and worshipped and 
served the creature more than the Creator, who is blessed for ever- 
Homans i. 25. 

53 Q. What are we specially taught by these 
words [Before Me] in the first commandment ? 

A . These words [Before Me} in the first command¬ 
ment teach us, That God, who seeth all things, taketh 
notice of, and is much displeased with the sin of having 
any other God. 

If we have forgotten the name of our God, or stretched out our 
hands to a sliange God ; shall not God search tins out? IVilm 
xliv. 20, 21. 

54 Q. Which is the second commandment ? 

A. The second commandment is, Thou shalt not 
make unto thee any graven image, or any likeness 
of any thing that is in heaven above, or that is in 
the earth beneath, or that is in the water under 
earth ; thou shall not bow down thyself to them, no.* 
serve them; fori the Lord thy God am a jealous 
God, visiting the iniquity of the fathers upon the 
child! en unto the third and fourth generation of them 
that hate me ; and shewing mercy unto thousands of 
them that love me, and keep my commandments. 

Exodus xx. 4, 5, 6. 

55 Q. What is required in the second commandment? 

A. The second commandment requireth the receiving, 

observing, and keeping pure and entire all such reli¬ 
gious worship and ordinances, as God hath appointed 
in his word. 

Set your hearts palp all the words which I testify among you 
llus day, which yeshalf comttoan' your children to observe to do, 
all the tfotds of this law. Deut. xxxii. 4i>. 

l eaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have com¬ 
manded you. Matt, xxviii. 20. 

What thing soeveT l command you, observe to do it , thou shall 
not add thereto nor diminish from it. Deut xu. 32. 

56 Q. What is forbidden in the second command¬ 
ment ? 
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A. The second commandment forbiddetli the wor¬ 
shipping of God by images or any other way, not 
appointed in his word. 

Take ye therefore good heed unto yourselves, for ye saw no man¬ 
ner of sim.litude on the day that the Lord spake unto you in Horeb ; 
lest ye corrupt yourselves, and make you a graven image. Deut. 
iv. 15, 10. 

Touch not, taste not, handle not, which all are to perish with 
the using ; after the commandments and doctunes of men. Col. 
u. vl, 22. 

57 Q. What arc the reasons annexed to the second 
commandment ? 

A. The reasons annexed to the second command¬ 
ment are God’s sovereignty over us, his propriety in us, 
nnd the zeal he hath to his own worship. 

Let ks come before his presence with thanksgiving, and make 
a pjjful nui'C uii\> him with psahns. f or the Lord is a great 
(.Jo 1, ami a lyeat koig above all gods. Psalm xrv, 2, 3. 

H-j thy Loid and worship thou him. P&alm xlv. 1]. 

Thou shall w orslnp u other God; for the Loid whose name is 

.ticus, is a jealous God. Exodus xxxiv. 14. 

• 

58 Q. Which is the third commandment? 

A, The third commandment is. Thou shalt not take 
the name ot the Lord tuy God in vain ; for the Lord 
will not hold him guiltless that takelh his name in 
vain. 

Exodus xx, 7* 

59 Q. What is required in the third commandment ? 

A. The third commatidmcnt requireth the holy and 

reverent use of God’s names, titles, attributes, ordi¬ 
nances, word, and works. 

Our Father which ait in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Matt, 
vi. 9. 

Holy and reverend is his name. Psalm cxi. 9. 

That thou mayest fear this glorious and fearful name* THE 
LOKD THY GOD. Deui. xxviii. 

Extol him that rideth upon the heavens by his name JAiL 
Psalm lxviii. 4. 

Because I will publish the name of the Lord, ascribe ye great¬ 
ness unto our God: a God of truth and without iniquity, just and 
right is he. Deut. xxxii. 3, 4. 

Keep thy foot when thou gocst to the house of God, and he more 
ready to hear, than to give the sacrifice of fools. Eccles, v. I, 
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I will worship towards thy holy temple, and praise thy name, 
for thy loving kindness, and for toy truth ; for thou hast magnified 
thy word above all thy name. Psalm cxxxviii. 2. 

Remember that thou magnify his work, which men behold. Job 
xxxvi. 24. 

60 Q. What is fobidden in the third commandment ? 

A . The third commandment forbiddeth all profaning 

and abusing of any thing whereby God maketh himself 
known. 

If I be a father, where is mine honour ? If I he a master, where 
is my fear ? Saith the Loid of hosts unto you, O priests, that de¬ 
spise my name ; and ye say, Wherein have we despised thy name ? 
Ye offer polluted bread upon mine altar, and ye say, Wheiein 
have we polluted thee ? In that ye say, The table of the Lotd is 
contemptible. Mai. i. 6, 7. 

61 Q. What is the reason annexed to the third 
commandment ? 

A. The reason annexed to the third commandment 
is. That however the breakers of this commandment 
may escape punishment from men, yet the Lord our 
God will not suffer them to escape his righteous judg-, 
ment. 

If thou wilt not observe to do all the word= of this law, then the 
Lord will make thy plagues wonderful. IJeut. xxviii. 58,59. 

If ye will not hear, and if ye will not lay it to heart, to give 
glory uuto my name, saith the Lord of hosts, 1 will even send a 
< urse upon you, and I will curse your blessings. Mai. ii. 2. 

62 Q. Which is the fourth commandment ? 

A. The fourth commandment is, Remember the 
sabbath day to keep it holy : six days shalt thou labour 
and do all thv work ; but the seventh dav is the sabbath 

* _ w* 

of the Lord thy God ; in it thou shalt not do any work, 
thou, nor thy son, nor thy daughter, thy man-servant, 
nor thy maid -servant, nor thy cattle, nor the stranger 
that is within thy gate'; for in six days the Lord made 
heaven and earth, the sea, and all that in them is, and 
rested the seventh day, wherefore the Lord blessed the 
sabbath day and hallowed it. 

Exodus xx. 8, 9, 10, 11. 

63 Q. What is required in the fourth commandment? 
A. The fourth commandment requireth the keeping 
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holy to God one whole day in seven, to be a sabbath to 
himself. 

Ye shall keep ray sabbaths, and reverence ray sanctuary : I am 
the Lord. Levit. xlx. 30. 

Keep (he sabbath-day to sanctify it, as the Loul thy God hath 
commanded thee. Deut. v. 12 . 

64 Q. Which day of the seven hath God appointed 
to be the weekly sabbath ? 

A . Before the resurrection of Christ, God appointed 
the seventh day of the week to be the weekly sabbath, 
and the first day of the week ever since, to continue 
to the end of the world, which is the Christian Sabbath. 

Six days may woik be done, but in the seventh is the sabbath 
of ie»t, holy to the Lord ; whosoever doth any work in the sabbath 
day, he shall surely be put to death. Exodus xxxi. 15. 

The same day at evening being the first day of the week, when 
the doors were shut, where the disciples weie assembled for fear 
of the Jews, came Jesus and stood in the midst, and saith unto 
them, Peace be unto you. John xx. 19. 

And upon the first day of the week, when the disciples came 
t(#,ether to break bread, Paul preached unto them. Acts \x. 7. 

Now concerning the collection for the saints, as l have given 
or<l<M to the churches of Galatia, evert so do ye. Upon the first 
day of the week, let eveiy one of you lay by him in store, as God 
hath prospered him. 1 Cor. xvi. 1, 2. 

I was in the spmt on the Loid’s-day. Rev. i. 10. 

Go Q. How is the sabbath to be sanctified ? 

A . The sabbath is to be sanctified by a holy resting 
all that day, even from such worldly employments and 
recreations as are lawful on other days; and spending 
the whole time in the public and private exercises of 
God's worship except so much as is to be taken up in 
the works of necessity and mercy. 

Sixdavs shall work be done; but the seventh day is the sabbath 
of >est, an holy convocation ; ye shall do no work theiein ; it is the 
sabbath of the Lord in all your dwellings. Levit. xxiii. 3. 

If thou turn away thy foot from the sabbath, from doing thy 
pleasure on my holy day, and call the sabbath a delight, the holy 
of the Loid, honourable, and shalt honour him, not doing thine 
own ways, nor finding thine own pleasuie, nor speaking thine own 
words. IsRiah Ivni. 13. 

A psalm or song for the sabbath day. Psalm xcii. The title. 

From one sabbath to another shall all flesh, come to worship 
before me, saith the Lord, Isaiah lxvi. 23. 
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What man shall there he among you, that shall have one 
sheep, and if it fall into a pit on the sabbath day, will he not lay 
hold on it, and lift it out? How much then is a man better than 
a sheep ? W here fore it is lawful to do well on the sabbath days. 
RJatt. sii. 11, 12. 

66 Q. What is forbidden in the fourth command¬ 
ment? • 

A . The fourth commandment forbiddeth the omis¬ 
sion or careless performance of the duties required, and 
the profaning the day by idleness, or doing that which 
is in itself sinful, or by unnecessary thoughts, words, 
or works, about worldly employments or recreations. 

Her priests have violated my law, and have profaned mine holy 
things ; they have put no difference between the holy and profane, 
and have hid their eyes from my sabbaths. Ezek. xxii. 2fj. 

And there sat in a window a certain young man named JEuti- 
chus, being fallen into a deep sleep; and, as Paul was long 
pleaching, he sunk down with sleep, and fell down from the third 
loft, and was taken up dead. Acts xx. 9, 

They have defiled my sanctuary in the same day, and have 
profaned my sabbaths. Ezek. xxiii. 38. 

In those days 1 saw in Judah some treading Wine presses on tl e 
sabbath, and bringing in sheaves, and leading asses ; as also wine, 
grapes, and figs, and all manner of burdens, which they brought 
into Jerusalem on the sabbath day ; and I testified against them 
in ihe day wherein they sold victuals. Then I contended with 
the nobles of Judah, and said unto them. What evil thing is this 
that ye do, and profane the sabbath day. Neli.xiii. 15, 17. 

Saying, When will the new moon be gonfe that we may sell 
corn ? And the sabbath, that we may set foith wheat 1 Amos viii. 5. 

• 67 Q. What are the reasons annexed to the fourth 
commandment ? 

A. The reasons annexed to the fourth commandment 
are God’s allowing uis six days of the week for our 
own lawful employments, his challenging a special 
propriety in a seventh, his own example, and his bles¬ 
sing the sabbath dnv. •' 

Six days thou sh&lt workj but on the seventh day thou shalt rest. 
Xixodus xxxiv. 21. 

Six days shall work be done, but on the seventh, day there shall 
be to you an holy day, a sabbath of 1 rest to the Lord, Exodus 
xxxv. 2. > 

The children of- Israel shall keep the sabbath, to observe the 
sabbath, throughout their generations. It is a sign between me 
and the children of Israel for ever: lor in six days the Loid made 
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heaven ami earth, and on the seventh day he rested, and was 
ittfredieil, Exodus xxjth id, 17. 

And God blessed the seventh day, and sanctified it* Gen. ii. 3, • 

68 Q. Which is the fifth commandment ? 

A, The fifth commandment is, Honour thy father 
and thy mother, that thy days may be long upon the 
land which the Lord thy God givcth thee. 

Exodus xx. 12. 

69 Q. What is required in the fifth command¬ 
ment ? . 

A. The fifth commandment requireth the preserv¬ 
ing the honour, and performing the duties, belong¬ 
ing to every one in their several places and relations, 
as superiors, inferiors, or equals. 

Honour all men. Love the brotherhood. Fear God. Honour 
the king. 1, Peter ii. 17. 

Let every soul be subject unto the higher powers. Roman* 
jtiii. 1. 

Submit yourselves one to another in the fear of God. Wives, sul>- 
t rmt youiselves unto your husbands, as unto the Lord. Eph. v. 21, 
22 , 

Children, obey your paients in the Lord,- Servants, be obedient 
to them that are your masters according to the flesh; and ye masters 
dt> the same things unto them. Eph. vi. 1, &, 9i 

flu-bands, love your wives, and be not bitter against them. Co¬ 
lo*. tii. 19. 

Be kindly affectionate one to another; with brotherly love, in 
honour preferring one another. Rom* xii. 10.' 

70 Q. What is forbidden in the fifth command¬ 
ment ? 

A. The fifth commandment forbiddeth the neglect¬ 
ing of, or doing anything against the honour and duty 
which belongeth to every one in their several places 
and relations. 

^ . ' i / / 1 1 

If a man have a stubborn and a rebellious son, which will not 
obey the voice of his father, or the'voice of bis mother, and that 
when they have chastened him, will not bdarken unto them : Then 
shall hts father aud his mother lay hold on him, and bring him out 
unto the elders of bis city : and they shall say unto the elders of 
his city,'this our son is stubborn and rebellious, he will not obey 
our voice ; he is a glutton and a drunkard. And all the men of his 
city shall stone him with stones, that be die. JJeut, xxi. 18,19,29, 

<01 • s' ' 
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The eye that mocketh at his father, and despiseth to obey his 
mother, the ravens of the Valley shall pick it out, and the young 
eagles shall eat it. Prov. xxx. 17. 

Render therefore to all their dues t tribute to whom tribute is 
due, custom to whom custom, fear to whom fear, honour to whom 
honour. Owe no man any thing but to love one another. Romans 
xiii. 7, 8. v 

71 Q . What ia the reason annexed to the fifth com¬ 
mandment ? 

A. The reason annexed to the fifth commandment is 
a promise of long life and prosperity (as far as it shall 
serve for God’s glory, and their own good) to all such as 
keep this commandment. 

Honour thy father arid mother (which isthe first commandment 
with promise), that it maybe well with thee, and thou mayst live 
long on the earth, Eph. vi. 2, 3, 

7 '2 Q. Which is the sixth commandment? 

A. The sixth commandment is. Thou shalt not kilL 

Exodus xx. 13. 

73 Q. What is required:in the sixth commandment? • 

A. The sixth commandment requireth all lawful endea¬ 
vours to preserve our own life, and the life pi others. 

So ought men to love their wire*, as £heir own bodies. For no 
man ever yet hated his own Ae#h hut noumheth and cherisheth it. 
Eph. v. 29, 29. 

, Skin for skin, yea, all that a man hath will he give for his life. 
Jobii. 4. ! 

Defend the poor and fatherless ; deliver the poor and needy. 
Psalm Ixxxii, 3, 4. 

If thou forbear to deliver them that are drawn unto death, and 
ready to be slam. Prov. xxiv. ll. - 

/1 Q. What is forbidden intbe sixth commandment ? 

A . The commandment absolutely forbiddeth the tak¬ 
ing away of our own* life, or'the life of our neighbour 
unjustly, or whatsoever ^udeth-thereto. 

Paul cried with a loud voice, saying Do tliyseif no harm. Acts 
xvi. 23. ,, V' 

Whoso s.lieddeth man's blood, by tnari shall h*£ blood be shed ; 
for in the image of God ntede he man. Gen. ix. 6, 

75 Q. Which is the seventh commandment ? 
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A. The seventh commandment is. Thou fchalt not 
commit adultery. 

Exodus xx. 14. 

76 Q. What is required in the seventh command¬ 
ment ? 

A. The seventh commandment requireth the pre¬ 
servation of our own and our neighbour's chastity, in 
heart, speech, and behaviour. 

To avoid fornication, let every ipan have his own wife, and let 
every woman have her oWn husband. I Cor. vii. 2. 

Flee fornication. 1 Cor. ,vi._18. 

Flee youthful lusts. 2 Tim. ii. 22. 

Whosoever looketh on.a woman to lust after her, hath committed 
adultery with her already in his heart. Matt. v. 28. 

Let your speech be always with grace, seasoned with salt. 
Col. iv. 6‘. 

While they behold your chaste conversation coupled with fear. 
1 Petei i ii. 2. 

77 Q. What is forbidden in the seventh com¬ 
mandment. 

9 A, The seventh commandment forbiddeth all un¬ 
chaste thoughts, words, and actions. 

I made a covenant with mine eyes; why then should I think 
upon a maid ? Job xxxi. 1. 

Let us wulk honestly as in the day ; not in rioting and drunk¬ 
enness, not in chambering and wafttponess. Romans xiii. 13. 

Fornication and all uncleanness, let it not he once named 
amongst you. Neither filthiness, nor foolfeh talking, uor jesting, 
which are not convenient. Eph. v. 3, 4. 

78 Q. Which is the eighth commandment ? 

A. The eighth commandment is. Thou shalt not 
steal. 

Exodus xx. 15. , 

* 

79 Q. What is*required in the eighth command¬ 
ment ? 

A. The eighth commandment requireth the lawful 
procuring and furthering the wealth and outward es¬ 
tate of ourselves, and others. 

And now when shall I piovide for mine owaJtou^e? Gen* 
xxx. 30. : 
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Be thou diligent to know the state of thy flock?, and look well 
to thy herds. Prow Xxvii. 23. 

If thy brother be waxen pqor, and fallen in decay with thee; 
then thou shalt relieve him ; yea though he be a stranger. Levit. 
xxv. 33. 

Thou shalt not see thy brother’s ox or sheep go astray, and hide 
thyself from them : thou shalt in any case bring them unto thy 
brother, hi like manner shalt thou do with his ass, and so shalt 
thou do with his raiment, and with all lost things of thy brothers, 
which he hath lost, and thou, hast found. Thou shalt not see thy 
brother’s ass or his ox fall down by the way, and hide thyself fiom 
them; thou shalt surely help him to lift .them up again. Deut. 
xxii. i, 3, 4. 

80 Q. What forbidden in the eighth command¬ 
ment ? 

A . The eighth commandment forbiddeth whatsoever 
doth or may unjustly hinder our own or our neigh¬ 
bour’d wealth, and outward estate. 

If any provide not for his own. and especially for those of hi.-; 
own home, he hath denied the faith, and is worse than an infidel. 
] Tim. v. 8. ' ' 1 ’ 

He that tilleth Ins land shall have plenty of bread : but he that 
followeth after vain poisons shall have poverty enough. Piov 
XXvw. 19. ' 

Be not amongst wine-bibbers ; amongst riotous Caters of flesh*. 
For the drunkauf and the glutton shall come to poverty ; and 
drowsiness shall clothe a man with "rags. Prov. xxiii. 20, 21. 

Let him that stole steal no mOrejbut rather let him labour, 
working with hi? hands the thing which is good, lhathe may have 
to give to him that ncedeth. £ph, iv, 28. 

81 Q. Which is the ninth commandment ? 

A . The ninth commandment is. Thou shalt not bear 
false witness against thy neighbour. 

Exodus xx. 16. . f 

82 Q. What is required in the ninth command¬ 
ment ? _ 7 ' ; t 

A. The ninth commandment requireth the maintain¬ 
ing and promoting of truth between, man and man, and 
of our own and cm neighbour’s good name, especially 
in witness bearing.*, 4 

Speak ye every mint; the truth to his neighbour. Zech. viiK 16. 

; A good name h ; bciytaHhan precious ointment. .Ecples. vii. 1 . 

■ fc , ^Demetrius hath j;ood report,of all men, ahd of the truth itself, 
.yea, and we aUd bear recoid. 3 John 12.' ' / 
v;' A farthfuiwimes* hot lie. A true .jdiumsf ^delivered! souls. 
J'Prov. xiv.. 6/25. ! " ’ y f> . ’ - 
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83 Q. What is forbidden in the ninth command¬ 
ment ? 

A. The ninth commandment forbiddeth whatsoever 
is prejudicial to truth, or injurious to our own, or our 
neighbour's good name. 

Put away lying, speak every man truth with his neighbour. Eph. 
iv. 25. ; 

The memory of the just is blessed ; but the name of the wicked 
shall'rot. P»ov. x. 7. 

A good name is rather to be chosen than great riches. Prov. 
xxii. 1. 

He that backbiteth not with his tongue, nor doth evil to his 
neighbour, nor taketh up.a reproach against his neighbour. Psalm 
xv. 3. 

84 Q. Which is the tenth commandment ? 

A. The tenth commandment is. Thou shalt not covet 
thy neighbour’s house, thou shalt not covet thy neigh¬ 
bour’s wife, nor his man-servant, nor his maid-servant; 
nor his ox, nor his ass, nor any thing that is thy neigh¬ 
bour’s. 

.. * 

* Exodus xx. J7. 

85 Q. What is required in the tenth command¬ 
ment ? 

A . The tenth commandment requireth full content¬ 
ment with our own condition, with a right and charita¬ 
ble frame of spirit toward our neighbour, and all that 
is his. * : s * 

Let your conversation be without covetousness.} and be Content 
with such things as ye have. Heb, xiji. 5. 

Godliness with contentment is great gain*'1 Tim. vi. C. 

Rejoice with them that do rejoice, and weep with them that 
weep. Rom. xii. 15. 

Charity sufferetU long, and i? kind * chanty envieth not; beareth 
all things, bplieveth all things, hopeth all things, enduteth all 
things. 1 Cor’, xiii. 4, 7. 

t. ' ,v t 

86. Q, What is forbidden in the tenth command¬ 
ment ? 

A. The tenth commandment, fprbiddeth all discon¬ 
tentment With our ovyn estate, envying or grieving 
at the goqd of. pur neighbour, and all inordinate mo¬ 
tions and affections to any thing that is his. 
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Neither murmur ye, as some of them also murmured, and were 
destroyed of the Destroyer. 1 Cor. x. 10. « 

Is tlnne eye evil because I am good ? Matt. xx. 15. 

Giudge not one against another. .Tames v. 9. 

And Ahab came into his house heavy and displeased, because of 
the word which Naboth the Jezreelite had spoken to him ; for he 
had said, 1 will not give thee the inheritance of my fathers. 1 Kings 
xxi. 4. 

Mortify therefore your members which are upon the earth ; for¬ 
nication, uncleanness, iuordiuate affection, evil concupiscence, and 
covetousness which is idolatry. Col. iii. 5. 

87 Q. Is any man able perfectly to keep the com¬ 
mandments of God ? 

A* No mere man, since the fall, is able in this life 
perfectly to keep the commandments of God, but doth 
daily break them in thought, word, or deed. 

There is not a just man upon earth, that doeth good, and sinneth 
not. Lccles. vii. 20. 

If we say, that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the 
truth is notin us. l John i. 0. 

And God saw that the wickedness of man was great in the earth, 
and that every imagination of'the thoughts of his heait was only 
evil continually. Gen. vi. 5. * 

The tongue can no man tame ; it is an unruly evil, full of deadly 1 
poison. James iii. 8. * 

In many things we otFend all. James iii. 2. 

88 Q. Are all transgressions Of the law equally 
heinous ? 

A. Some sins in themselves, and by reason of se¬ 
veral aggravations, are more heinous in the sight of 
God thaii- others. 


Turn thee yet again;, and thou shah see greater abominations that 
they do. Ezeic. viji, 13. 

He that delivered me unto thee hath the greater sin. John xix. 

11 . 

There is a sin unto death 1 John v. 10. 


S9 Q. What doth every sin deserve ? 

** 

A . Every sin desotveth God’s wrath and curse, both 
in this life, and that wh^;h is to come. 


Let no man deceive you with vain words, for because of these 
thiftfe* cometh the wrath of God upon the children of disobedience. 
B#TV. 8. * 

The curse of the Lord is in the house of the w icked« Prov. iii. 33. 
1 \Jpoo the Wicked he shall rain snares, fire and brifnstone, and an 
hofi$bl$ tempest: this shall he the portion of their cup.'Psalm xi. f>. 
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The fearful, and unbelieving, and the abominable, and murderers 
and whoremongeis, and sorcerers, and idolaters, and all liars, shall 
have their part in the lake which bumeth with fire and brimstone; 
which is the second death. Rev. xxi. 8. 

90 Q. What doth God require of us, that we' may 
escape his wrath and curse due to qs for sin ? 

A. To escape the wrath and curse of God due to us 
for sin, God requireth of us faith in Jesus Christ, repent¬ 
ance unto life, with a diligent use of all the outward 
means whereby Christ communicateth to us the bene¬ 
fits of redemption. 

Sirs, What must 1 do to be saved ? And they said, Believe on the 
Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be saved. Acts xvi.30, 31. 

And the times of this ignorance God winked at; but now com- 
mandeth all men eveiy where to repent. Acts xvii. 30. 

If thou criest after knowledge, and liftest up thy voice for under¬ 
standing : if thou seekest her as silver, and searchest for her as for 
hid treasure : then shall thoti understand the fear of the Lord ; 
and find the knowledge of God. Pfov. ii. 3, 4, 5. ‘ 

Blessed is the man thatheareth me, watching daily at my gates, 
waiting at the posts of my'doors. For whoso findeth me limdeth 
l^fe, and shall obtain favour of the Loid. Piov. viii. 34,35. 

91 Q. What is faith in Jesus Christ ? 

A. Faith in Jesus Christ is a saving grace, whereby 
we receive, and rest upon him alone for salvation, as he 
is freely offered to us in the gospel. 

We are not of them who draw bank unto perditions, but of them 
that believe to the saving of the soul. Heb. x. 39. 

As many as received him to them gave he power to become the 
sons of God, even to them that believe on bis name. J ohn i. 12. 

And be found in him, not having mine own righteousness, 
which is of the law, but that which is through the faith of Chi ist 
the righteousness which is of God by faith. Phil. iii. 9. 

92 Q. What is repentance unto life ? 

A. Repentance unto life is a saving grace, whereby 
a sinner, out of a true sense of his sin, and apprehension 
of the mercy of God in Christ, doth, with grief and 
hatred of his sin, turn from it unto God, with full pur¬ 
pose of, and endeavour after, new obedience. 

Then hath God also to the Gentles granted repentance unto life* 
Acts xi. 18. 

When they heard this,they were pricked in their hearts, and said 
unto Peter, and to the rest of the apostles, Men and brethren; 
what shall we do ? Acte ii,37» 
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Rent your heart end not your garments* and turn unto the Lord 
your God, for he is gracious and merciful* slow to anger* and of 
great kindness* and repentetii him of the evil. Joel ii. 13. 

Turn thou me. and 1 shall be turned, for thou art the Lord my 
God.' Surely after I was turned I repented ; and after 1 was in* 
suucted, I smote upon my thigh ; 1 was ashamed yea, even con¬ 
founded, because 1 did bear the reproach of my youth. Jer. xxxi. 
18.19. 

1 thought on my ways, and turned my feet unto thy testimonies. 
I made haste aud delayed not to keep thy commandments. Psalm 
cxix.59, CO. 

93 Q. What are the outward means whereby Christ 
communieateth to us the benefits of redemption ? 

A. The outward and ordinary means whereby Christ 
communieateth to us the benefits of redemption are 
his ordinances, especially the word, baptism, the Lord’s 
supper, and prayer ; all which means are made effec¬ 
tual to the elect for salvation. 

Then they that gladly received his word were baptized. And the 
same day there wore added unto them about three thousand souls, 
and they continued stedfastly in the apostles* doctrine, and fellow¬ 
ship, and in breaking of bread, and in prayers. Acts ti. 41,42. t 

Those that be planted in the House ol the Lord, shall flourish 
in the courts of our God ; they shall bring forth fruit in old age, they 
shall be fat and flourishing. Psalinxcii. 13, 14. 

94 Q. How is the word made effectual to salvation ? 

A. The Spirit of God maketli the reading, but espe¬ 
cially the preaching of the word, an effectual means of 
convincing and converting sinners and of building them 
up in holiness, .and comfort, through faith unto salva¬ 
tion. 

They read in the book, in the law of God distinctly. Nehem. 
viii. 8. 

The law of the Lord is perfect, converting the soul. The testi¬ 
mony of the Lord is su.. ,, making wise the simple. Psalin xix. 7. 

Then will 1 teach tiansgressors thy ways, and sinners shall be 
converted uu'o thee, Psalm h. 13. 

How shall they believe in him of whom they have not heard ? 
Fann cometh by hearing. Romans x. 14, 17. 

1 commend you to God, and to the word of his grace, which is 
able to build you up, and to give yon an inheritance among all 
them which are sanctified. Acts xx. 32. 

He that prophesieth speaketh unto men to edification, and 
exhortation, and comfort. ] Cor. xiv. 

1 am not ashamed of the gospel of' Chtist, fat it is the power of 
God unto salvation, to every one that believetn. Romans i. 16. 
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95 Q . How is the word to be read and heard, that 

it may become effectual to salvation ? 

A. That the word may become effectual to salvation, 
we must attend thereunto with diligence, preparation, 
and prayer, receive it with faith, and love, lay it up 
in our heart, and practise it in our lives. 

Give attendance to reading. 1 Tim. iv. 13. 

We ought to give the more earnest heed to the things which we 
have heard. Heb.ii. 1. 

Wheiefore laying aside all malice, and all guile, and hypocrisies, 
and envies, and all evil speakings. As new born babes desire the 
sincere milk of the word, that ye may grow thereby. 1 Pet. ii. 1, 2. 

Open thou mine eyes, that i may behold wondrous things out of 
thy law. Psalin cxix. 18. 

The word preached did not profit them, not being mixed with 
faith in them that heard it. Heb. iv. 2. 

'1 hey received not the love of the truth, that they might be saved. 
2 Thess, ii. 10. 

Thy word have I hid in-mine heart, that 1 might not sin against 
thee. Psalrncxix.il 

But whoso looketii into the prefect law of liberty, and continuetli 
therein, he being not a foiqeitul hearer, but a doer of the woik, this 
yian shall be blessed in his deed. James i. 2d. 

96 Q. How do baptism and the Lord's supper be¬ 
come effectual means of salvation ? 

A . Baptism and the Lord’s supper become effectual 
means of salvation, not for any virtue in them, or in him 
that doth administer them, but onlv bv the blessing of 
Christ, and the working of the Spirit in those that by 
faith receive them. 

So then, neither is he that planteth any thing, neither he that 
w.itereth ; but God that givetli the increase. 1 Cor. ni. 7. 

The like figure whereunto even baptism doth also now save us, 
(not the putting away of the filth of the flesh, but the answer of a 
good conscience towards God) by the resurrection of Jesus Clmst. 
1 Pet. in. 21. 

1 have planted, Apollos watered, but God gave the increase. 
Cor. ni. 0, 

By one spiiit we are all baptized into one body, whether we be 
Jews or Gentiles, whether we be bond or free ; and have been all 
made to drink into one spiiit. J Cor. xii. 13. 

97 Q. What is baptism ? 

A . Baptism is an ordinance of the New Testament, 
instituted by Jesus Christ, to be unto the party bap- 



tized a sign of his fellowship with him in his death and 
burial, and resurrection, of his being ingrafted into-him, 
of remission of sins, and of his giving lip himself unto 
God, through Jesus Christ, to live and walk in newness 
of life. 

Go ye therefore and te^di all nations, baptizing them in the 
name of the Father, and of the Son,,and of the Holy Ghost. Matt, 
xxviii. 19. 

Know ye not that so many of us as were baptized into Jesus 
Christ, weie baptized into his death. Homans vi. 3. 

Buried with him in baptism, wherein also you are risen with 
him. Col. 11 . 12. 

As many of you as have been baptized into Christ have put on 
Christ. Gal. in. 27 . 

John did baptize in the wilderness, and preach the baptism of 
repentance for the remission of sins. Maik i. 4. 

And now why tamest thou ? Aiise, and be baptized, and wash 
away thy sins, calling on the name of the Lord. Acts xXii. 16, 
Therefore we are buried with him by baptism into death, that 
like as Christ was raised up from the dead by the glory of the 
Father, even so we aLo should walk in newness of life. For if we 
have been planted together in the likeness of ins death, we shall 
be also in the likeness of his resuirectum. Romans vi. 4, 5. % 

98 Q To whom is baptism to be administered ? 

A. Baptism is to be administered to all those who 
actually profess repentance towards God, faith in and 
obedience to our Lord Jesus Christ, and to none other. 

Then Peter said unto them, Repent and be baptized every one 
of you. Acts in 38. 

And were baptized of him in Jordan, confessing their sins. 
Matt. iii. 6. 

He that believelh and is baptized shall be saved. Mark xv\. zfi. 
When they believed Philip, preaching the things concerning 
the kingdom of God, and the name of Jesus Chiist, they were 
baptized both men and women. See, here is water, what doth 
hinder me to be baptized 1 And Philip said, If thou behevest with 
all thine heart, thou may.>*1. Acts vm. 12, 30, 37. 

Can auj man forbid water, that these should not be baptised, 
which have received the Holy Ghost as well as we? And l/e 
commanded them to be baptized in the name of the Lord. Acts 
x. 47, 48. 

i 

9.9 Q. Are the infants of such as are professing be¬ 
lievers to be baptized ? 

A. The infants of such as are professing believers 
are not to be baptized, because there is neither com- 
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mand nor example in the holy scriptures, or certain 
consequence from them to baptize such, 

And m all things that 1 luve said unto you, be ciicumspect. 
Exod, xxiii. 13. 

Add thou not unto lm winds, lest lie repiove thee, and thou be 
found aliai. Prov. xxx 0. 

100 Q. How is baptism rightly administered ? 

A. Baptism is rightly* administered by immersion 
or dipping the whole body of the party in water, in 
the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the 
Floly Spirit, according to Christ’s institution, and 
the practice of the apostles, and not in sprinkling or 
pouring of water, or dipping some parts of the body, 
after the tradition of men. 

And Jesus when he was baptized wcttl up sUdiglilway out ol 
tlie water. Matt. lii. lf>. 

And Jolin also was baptizing in .-Enon, near lo Salim, because 
there was much water there, and they eauic anil were baptized. 
John ni. 23. 

Go ye thcrcl’oie and teach all nations, baptizing them in the 
i.dmi! of the Father, and of the Sou, and of the Holy Ghost, 
teaching them to observe ail things whatsoever l have command' 
mi you : and lo, l atn with you ulway.even unto the end ol the 
world. Amru. Matt, xxvm, 1!>, 20. 

When theicloic the Lord knew how the Pharisees had heard 
ilut Jimis made and baptized moie disciples than John, though 
Jesus himself baptised not, but his disciples. Joliu iv, 1,2. 

And they went down both into the water both Philip and the 
Kuuuch ; and lie baptized bun. And, when they wcie come up 
out of the watei the Spud of the Lord caught away Plubp. 
Acts vui. 38, 39. 

101 Q, What is the duty of such who are rightly 
baptized ? 

A. It is the duty of such who are rightly baptized, 
to give up themselves to some particular and orderly 
church of Jesus Christ, that they may walk in all the 
commandments, and ordinances of the Lord blameless. 

And the Loid added to the church daily such as should be 
«iavcd. Acts li. 47. 

And when Saul was comelo Jerusalem, he essayed to join him¬ 
self to the disciples., Acts ix. 20." . “ 

Ye also ns lively stones are built up aspiittual house, an holy 
pnesthood to offer up spiritual sacrifices, acceptable to God by Je- 
su.i hrist. t Pet. u. .*5. 

And they were both ligbteous before Ood, walking in ail the 
commandments and oidinunces ot the Lord blameless. Luke h 0. 
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102 Q. What is the Lord’s supper? 

A. The Lord’s supper is an ordinance of the New 
Testament, instituted by Jesus Christ, wherein by giv¬ 
ing and receiving bread and wine, according to his 
appointment, his death is shewed forth, and the worthy 
teceivers are, not after a corporeal and cainul manner, 
but by faith, made partakers of his body and blood, 
with all his benefits, to their spritual nourishment, and 
growth in giace. 

I received of the Loid, that which ako I delivered unto you, 
That the Loid Jesus, the same night in which he was benayed, 
took biead ; andwhen lie had given thanks, he biake it, anil said. 
Take, eat, this is my body winch is bioken ini you ; tins do in 
remembrance o( me. After the same manner also he took the cup, 
when he had supped, saying, This cup is the i\cw Testament »n 
my blood ; this do ye, a* often as ye drink it, in remcmbtance ol 
me tor as often as ye eat tins bread, ami diink this cup, ye do 
shew the hold’s death till he come. 1 Cor. xi. 23, 24, 25, 2<». 

The cup of blessing which we bless, is it not the communion ot 
Hit; blood ot Christ ? The bread which we bleak, is it not the com¬ 
munion of the body of Christ ! ) Cor. x. 16. 

103 Q. Who are the proper subjects of this ordi¬ 
nance ? 

A. They who have been baptized upon a personal 
profession of their faith in Jesus Christ, and repent¬ 
ance from dead works. 

They that gkidlv received his word* were baptized * and they 
continued stedtastly in the apostles’ doctnnc, and fellowship, and 
in bieaking of bread, and in prayeis. Acts li. 41, 42. 

104 Q. What is required to the worthy receiving 
of the Lord’s supper ? 

A. It is required of them that would worthily par¬ 
take of the Lord’s supper, that they examine them¬ 
selves of their knowledge to discern the Lord’s body, 
of their faith to feed upon him, of their repentance, 
Icvc, and new oh* lienee, lest coining uuwoithily, they 
eat and drink judgment to themselves. 

Let a man examine himself, and •■o let him cat of that bread, 
and dunk ol ibat cup. 1 Cur. xu 28. 

Examine yourselves whethci ye be in ti.c faith. 2 Cor. xm, 5. 

If we would judge ourselves, we shou d not be judged. 1 Cor. 
xi. 31. 

• When ye come together in the church, l hear that theie be di- 



visions among you. This is not to eat the Lord’s supper. 1 Cor. 
xj. lb, 20. 

Let us keep the least, riot with the old leaven of malice and 
wickedness, but with the unleavened bread of sincenty and tiuth. 
1 Cor. v. 8. 

Me that ealetli and dnnketh unworthily. enleth and drinkelh 
damnation to hini&ult, not dtscei uing the Loid’s body. I Cot. xa 29. 

105 Q. What is prayer ? 

A. Prayer is an offering up of our desires to God, by 
the assistance of the holy Spirit, for things agreeable 
tu his will, in the name of Christ, believing, with con¬ 
fession of our sins, and thankful acknowledgment of 
his mercies. 

I mst m him at all times, ye people, pour out your heart befoie 
him : (iod is a refuge foi us. Psalm Ixn. 8. 

The Spmt also helpeth our lnfiimities- for we know not what 
we shoulii piay for as we ought: bill the Spi.it ttsell maketh 
niteirer-uou lor us, with gioanings which cannot he uttered. Horn, 
vm. 20. 

Me maketh inteicession for the saints according to the will ot 
God Rom. vin. 27. 

t U hatsoevei ye-.liall ask the Fatliet in my name, he will give 
it yon- I ohn xvi. 23. 

All things whatsoever ye shall ask in piayer, believing, ye shall 
icceivc. Mall xm 22. 

And l prayed unto the Lord my (iod, and made my confession- 
Dan. ix. 4. 

Be careful for nothing, but in everv thing by piayei and suppli¬ 
cation with thanksgiving, lot your requests be made known unto 
God. Philip, iv. 6. 

10(1 Q. What rule hath Cnd given for our direction 
in prayer? 

A. The whole word of God is of use to direct us in 
prayer, but the special tide of direction is that prayer 
which Christ taught his disciples, commonly called. 
The Lord’s Praver. 

I.oul teach ns to pray, Luke xi. 1. 

All .scupture is given by’ inspiration of God, and is profitable 
unto all good walks. 2Tim. in. 16, 17. 

If we ask any thing according to his will lie heareth us. 1 John v. J*. 

Aftei this manner theieloie pray ye. Matt. vi. 9. 

107 Q. What doth the preface of the Lord’s pray¬ 
er leach us ? 

A • The preface of the Lord’s prayer, which is. Our 
Father which art in hcavcli, leacheth us to draw near 



to Cod with all liolv reverence and confidence, a% 
children to a father able and ready to help us, and that 
we should pray with and for others. 

Matthew vi. P, 

Foi ye have not leeeivod the Spnit ol bondage again to fe.n . 
but ye have leceived the Spin! ot adoption, wheieby we ciy 
Aliha, Fatliei. Rom. via. 15. 

II ye then being evil, know h<nv to give good giftiNinto vom 
clnldien, how much moie shall vom Falhei which is m in. ,tn 
give good things to them that ask him ? Matt. vu. II. 

Peter theiefoie was kept in prison, bat pr.iyir w .. m.-de 
uilhoul ceasing of the chinch unto God toi at, s tn. 

I exhort therefote, that first of all, supplication-’, ptuyei-,. mli 
cessions, and giving ot thanks he made for all nun . lor kings, .Mid 
for all that aie in author'ty, J Tim. 11 . i, 2. 

108 Q. What do wo pray for in the first petition ! 

A. In the first petition, which is, f I allowed be the 

name, we prav that (rod would enable us and o'hers 
to glorify him in all that whereby he rnaketh himscll 
known, and that he would dispose all things to his 
own glorv. , 

Matthew vi 0. 

God be mere fnl unto us, and bk-ss us, and cause his hoc U, 
shine upon u«, that thy way may be known uponeaith, thv s.iv 
mg bealtli among all nations, bet the people prai-e thee, O God, 
let all the people piaise thee. IVilm lxvu 1,2, ‘i. 

I'liat men nmv know, that thou idina* inmi 1 alone hJllHO- 
VAll.art the Most High ovei all the eaith. Psalm Kxmii Mb 

Foi of him, and through him, and to him are all things to whom 
be glory for ever. Amen. Rom. xi. <%. 

109 Q. What do we pray for in the second petition: 

A. In the second petition, which is, Thv kingdom 

come, we pray tint Satan’s kingdom may he destroy¬ 
ed, and that the kingdom of grace may be advanced, 
ourselves and others brought into it, and kept in it, and 
that the kingdom of glory maybe hastened. 

Matthew vi. U). 

bet God arihe, let hi* onemic-s be sen*toed ; let them also tint 
hate him flee be tore him. Tlirni ha-i '■‘(•ended on high": thou 
hast led captivity captive; thou hast >w. ived gifts for men, yea 
for^ the rebellious also, that the hold God might dwell among 
thfttto Psalm Ixviii, 1, 18. 

CDp good in thy good pleasure unto Zion. P-alm li. 18. 

.’My heart’s desire and prayer to God for Israel u>, that they 
might be saved. Rom. x. i, 



Finally, bretlnen, pray tor us that tlie wool of tlie I on! nny 
hav* tie«* course, and be p.lontied , evt u a? it is with you. 
2 I lic is. hi. I. 

Neither piay I fm these alone, hut lot them abu wInch shall 
believe on me tluomih their wied; that they all may be odp, :i'> 
thou, Father, art in me ami I in thee, that they also may be one 
in us. John x v 11 . 20, til. r 

He which testiiictli tin m* things-.aith; Surely 1 come qmcUv. 
Auien. Fvou so, inniie Fold Jemi-. ltev. \\\i 20/ 


I 10 Q. What do we pray for in the third petition ? 
A. It, tlm tliiul petition, which is, Thy will he 
"‘"iie an earth as it is in heaven, we prav that Cod by 
!os o 1 1nee would make us able and willin'*' to know, 

J ( ' w 

ohe\, and submit to liis will in all tilings, as the angels 
in heaven. 


Mai I hew vi. JO. 

Hive me umlm* landing, and I '•hall keep thy law, yea, I shall 
co' eivr it with my whole heuit. Make me to go in the path of 
tliv <• oiiiniamlmeni- ; fm llieiein do 1 delight. Incline my heait 
Hutu thy t('>ti'n(;iiiis. Psalm exix, ‘i4, 3a, 3ti. 

t aline, 0 t ,ou lie willing, n mime tin-, cup trom me*- novel- 
'•’a b *s, not my will, hut limn* he limic. Luke xvu. 42. 

And *vlien he wo..hi not lie pei nailed, we ceased, s.iynig, The 
■ a oi I he l md he dime. Acts x.\i. 1 J. 

f'lcss the Land, ye Ins angels tlun excel in strength, that do Ins 
commandments, he.iikeiuiig uilto the voice ol lus wind* bless yc 
ili * laud, ill ye ins hosts, ye immsieis of his th.it do his pleasure. 
i ** a nu 20, 21, 


11 1 (J. What do wc pi ay for in the fourth petition ? 

A. la the fourth petition, which is, Give us this 
d:i\ our dailv bread, we pray, that of God’s free gift 
we may receive a competent portion of the good things 
ot this life, and enjoy his blessing with them. 

Matthew vi. 1 1. 

Knmove ta«‘ fiom mo vanity and lies, give me neithei poverty 
mu in bos, feed me with food convenient lor me. Prov. xxx. 8. 

Amt vc shall setve the Lend your (iod, and he shall bless thy 
bread and thy watoi Kxodus xxui. 25. 

Iwei y cicatuie of Ciod is truod and nothing to lie refused, it if 
be iceeivcd with thanksgiving. Fm it is sanctified by the word ot 
dod and prayer. 1 Tim. iv. 4, f> 

I 12 Q. What do we pray for in the fifth petition ? 

A In the fifth petition, which is, And forgive us our 
debts as we forgive our debtors, we pray that God for 
Chiist’s sake would fieelv pardon all our sins, which 
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\vp are the rather encouraged to ask. because by his 
grace we aie enabled from the heart to forgive others, 

Matthew fi 12. 

Have meiey upon me. () (iod. according to tliv loving kindness , 
.U'l'uiiinn; to tli<* multitude of thy tendei mercies Idol out mv tiuns- 
cie-sious. \\ ash mo thoroughly from mine iniquity, and dean-e 
me tiom tity mIi I'mgc, me with hyssop, and 1 shall he dean, 
wash me and 1 shall he whiter Ulan ‘mow. Psalm li. 1, *2. 7. 

Ford vo toigive men then trespasses, your heavenly Lathei vmII 
also fou’ive yon. Matt. vi. 14. 

And toigive us oui sms, Im we also forgive every one that is in¬ 
debted to us. Luke At, 4. 

113 Q. What do we pmv for in the sixth petition ? 

A . In the sixth petition, which is, And lead nt? not 

into temptation, but deliver us from evil, we pray that 
God would either keep us fimn being tempted to sin, 
or support and deliver us when we are tempted 

’Matthew vi 13. 

\\ ateli and piay that ye •■nter not into temptation. Malt 
xxvi 41. 

Keep back thy servant also horn piesumptunus sms, let them 
not have doummni ovei me. Psalm xix Id. 

I lieie w.is given to me a thoin m the flesh, the me v-engei 
of Satan to hnflcl me . ioi I li i- thing 1 be-uught the land t li 1 1 < . 
that M might depart horn m« 2 (!oi. xu. 7, H. 

I heie hath no temptal'uii taken you, hut sueh as js common to 
man, but (iod is (aulitiil, who will not sullei you to be tempted 
above' that ye ate a hie; hut will with the temptation also make a 
way to escape, that we may he aide to bear it. 1 (’oi. x. 13. 

114 Q. What doth the conclusion of the Lord’s 
praver teach ? 

A. The eoneu.tion of the Lord’s praver, which is, 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glo¬ 
ry, for ever. Amen, tcacheth us to take our eneouiage- 
nient in prayer from God unit, and in our prayer to 
piaise him, ascribing kingdom, power and glorv to him, 
and in testimony <4* our desire and assurance to be 
heard, we say Amen. 

Matthew vi. 13. 

A nd I piawd unto the I/wd my (jud, and made my confession, 
and said, O Lend, the great and dic.olt’ul (»ad, keeping the coven¬ 
ant and mercy to them that love him, aim to them that keep Im 
commandments. To the Lord oui (iod belong memes and lot - 
Rive nesses, though we have ichelled against him, O my (iod, in¬ 
cline thine oar, and hear; opeu tlune eyes, ami behold oui deso- 



1 , 1 1 ion and the ntv which is called liy 1 h > name : lor we do not 
P'rsrnt oui supplication-- before thee loi mu lU’lilcousne ->es. but 
foi ttiy »*icHt men ies. O Lord, lirai : () Lmd. foiRive; () Lo>d, 
hearken and do , dclei not.foi thmc own sake , () mv (iod : for tiiv 
mty and thv people die called by tiiv name. Dan. ix 4. ‘J. IS. 10 

Thine, O Lord, is ihe gioainess, and the power, and the gloiy, 
Anil the victoiy, and the map-sty; tor all that i- in the heaven 
and in the eaitli is thme , thine is the kingdom, C) Land, and tljou 
ait exalted a- head above ail. No.v, tbeieloie, om liod, we thank 
thee, and ptaise thy rIohous name, i Chron. \x\x. 11, Id. 

How shall he that ocenptoth the loom ot the unlearned r.av 
Amen, at thv giving ot thanks, .seeing he mulctstandeth not what 
thou :,avest ? I Coi mv. lfi. 

He which testdieth these things, sailh, Sturdy 1 rotne quickly. 
Amen. Even so, come, Loid J KSLlS. Uev. xxu. '20. 
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Mrs. Ann Thomas, the subject of the following brief 
pemoir, was born in Market Drayton, Shropshire, in 
June, 1802. Her parents, Mr. and Mrs. Edward and 
Esther Poole, were both truly and eminently pious. 
They were brought, like their amiable daughter, while 
young in years, to the knowledge of the truth as it is 
in Jesus, and through a protracted life, were enabled 
to adorn their Christian profession by a conversation 
becoming the Gospel, exemplifying the power of reli¬ 
gion, and enjoying a large portion of its consola¬ 
tions. This, indeed, is still the case with Mrs. Poole. 
When Mr. Poole was first brought to feel the worth of 
religion, a truly evangelical ministry was rarely to be 
met with in that part of the country ; hence he was in 
the habit of travelling, on the Lord’s day, from ten to 
twenty miles, for the purpose of attending the means 
of grace, and enjoying the benefit of Christian fellow¬ 
ship- Love to the Redeemer and a concern for the sal-,/ 
vation of his fellow-men led him at length to ddvtifeN 
means to introduce the waters of life into his natiye j 
town, an object he was in a great measure instrument 
tal in accomplishing, though not without considerable. : 
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opposition fr#m some of his townsmen. He lived 
to see the cause of Christ triumphant, its enemies si¬ 
lenced, and a** Christian church raised in connection 
with the Independent denomination, of which he be¬ 
came a member, and subsequently a deacon. After 
“ looking for;the mercy of God unto eternal life, through 
our Lord Jesus Christ,” for probably more than 50 
years, he died August 22nd, 1824, being about 75 
years of age. Mrs. Poole, who was several years young¬ 
er than he, is still living. . 

Being themselves the subjects of true religion, and 
deeply impressed with a sense of its paramount import¬ 
ance to the welfare of those committed to their charge, 
they were anxious to train up their numerous family of 
eight sons and three daughters, “in the nurture and 
admonition of the Lord and though their endeavours 
have not hitherto been succeeded nor their prayers an¬ 
swered to the extent they ardently desired, neither the 
one nor the other have been altogether in vain. Be¬ 
sides some hopeful appearances in one or two of the' 
other branches of the family, their deceased daughter 
profited by them on earth, and is now, in answer to 
those prayers, and in some measure, as the result of 
those endeavours for her spiritual and eternal good, 
bowing before the throne of God, and adoring the 
riches of that grace which made her “ meet for the in¬ 
heritance of the saints in light.” That grace operated 
through various means, among which must doubtless 
be reckoned the instructions, warnings, cautions, en¬ 
treaties, prayers, and tears of her pious parents, who 
with trembling anxiety watched over her, and earnestly 
prayed for her conversion and salvation. In this, how¬ 
ever, she was not singular, their other children enjoyed 
the same advantages; may another day prove that by 
each they have been duly appreciated and rightly im¬ 
proved, or if hitherto neglected by any, may the God 
of the parents give “ repentance unto life,” that thus 
the prayers and tears of the parents may not rise in 
judgment to condemn the children, while those who 
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once so tenderly loved them, instead of rejoicing in. 
their salvation, calmly acquiesce in the sentence which 
shall pronounce them **accursed.” 

Mrs. Thomas was at a very early period of her life 
the subject of serious impressions, and, as is often the 
case under similar circumstances, her conversion was a 
gradual work, so that it would be difficult, if not impos¬ 
sible, to say when it took place. Indeed she herself could 
not tell, as she more than once affirmed when convers¬ 
ing on the subject. Still there was a time when she 
was conscious to herself of not having experienced that 
change without which, the highest authority has as¬ 
sured us, “no man shall see the Lord;’* there was a 
period too, when she desired and sought after this 
change, with the earnestness and importunity of one 
who feels something of its unutterable importance; as 
there subsequently was, when she indulged the hope 
that she had “ passed from death unto life/* and felt 
t that she loved the Redeemer and could trust her all in 
his hands. When the divine spark, the regenerating 
principle, was first communicated, is known only to 
Him from whom it came ; but, though at a much earlier 
period many serious impressions were made, and holy- 
desires were excited in her mind, which led her to read 
and hear the Word with much attention and earnest¬ 
ness, and to address the throne of Mercy for con¬ 
verting grace, it was not until the latter end of 1817, 
or the beginningof 1818, when she was little more than 
fifteen years of age, that the work assumed a fixed cha¬ 
racter, and she became decided for God. Among the 
means sanctified to the bringing about of this pleasing 
change, family trials, personal affliction, the written 
word, and attendance on the ordinances of the Gospel, 
may be mentioned as the chief. To,this subject the 
following extract from a letter written by her in the 
month of May, 1818, refers, and which is here inserted 
not only as illustrative of the exercises of her mind, but 
as suggesting the proper method to be pursued by per¬ 
sons similarly circumstanced:—“ I am happy to find 
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that your thoughts are employed upon heavenly sub¬ 
jects, and that you find more real enjoyment in convers¬ 
ing on them, than in the vain and trifling conversation 
of the world, which I hope 1 can say, I do now more 
than ever I did. I have reason to bless God that I came 

back from B-this last time. I hope it has been the 

means of making me more alive to Christ, and more 
dead to the world ; for, I can assure you, we have had 
very severe trials to encounter : well, I thought, there 
is no help in man, and I must look above all perishable 
objects for support and comfort; and I began to search 
my Bible, to see if I could find any thing there. I found 
many precious promises for the children of God, but 
durst not apply them to myself, as I felt I was such a 
sinner, that I had a heart prone to evil, and that conti¬ 
nually, and that I was not living in that nearness to 
God I ought. But I hope I was enabled to pray that 
I might have mv heart set right with God, and my sins 
washed away in that blood which was spilt on Calvary 
for poor sinners, such as I felt myself to be. And' 
when my mind was thus perplexed that text, * Come 
unto me, all ye that labour and are heavy laden, and l 
will give you rest,’ came very forcibly to my mind. I 
thought I could take some encouragement from those 
words, and hope I was enabled to roll my burden upon 
Him. But, ob, I want more faith to trust Him ; more 
love to Jesus. O this cold heart, how dead it is! 

4 J want that grace which flows from thee, 

That quickens all tilings where it flows, 

And makes a wretched thorn like me. 

Bloom a,s the myrtle or the rose.’ ” 

Shortly after tht date of the preceding, she was 
brought apparently near to the eternal world by afflic¬ 
tion ; it pleased the Lord however to raise her up again, 
on which occasion, av dressing the same friend, she says: 
—'* O what must I have done when upon the point of 
eternity, as I thought myself, had I not had a hope be¬ 
yond the grave. I hope J can say I felt Jesus precious 
to liny soul, and that I could trust and rely upon Him. 
Well, I hope we shall both be more and more earnest 
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at a throne of grace ; for with constant prayer we have 
nothing to fear from the temptations of the world, the 
flesh, or the devil. God will bring us through them, 
and save us in the midst of perils. If we consider the 
common condition of human life, and the evils and mis¬ 
fortunes to which we are daily exposed, we have need 
to bless God every moment of our lives for sparing us ; 
and to beg of him that when the day of trial comes, 
and come it must sooner or later to all, we may he 
prepared to endure the shock with Christian fortitude. 
What a treasure does the religious man possess in this, 
that when every thing else fails him, he has God for 
his refuge; and can look to a world where he is sure, 
through Jesus Christ, that he will not be disappointed." 

Having thus obtained mercy and a good hope through 
grace, she was anxious to evince her love to the Saviour 
by a public profession of his name, and a practical re¬ 
gard to the ordinances of the Gospel. She was accord¬ 
ingly baptized by my Father on a profession of faith in 
the Lord Jesus Christ, on Lord's day, the 11th October, 
1818, and the same dav was received into the Church*. 
From that period to the moment of her death she was 
enabled to maintain an unsullied profession, and to adorn 
it with a holy life and conversation. On several occasions 
she was called to pass through the waters of affliction, 
and to undergo sufferings of no ordinary character: she 
however found the promise verified, “ As thy day, thy 
strength shall be." Hence she was enabled to bear her 
trials with much fortitude and resignation to the Divine 
will. Among her severest afflictions was the loss of her 
beloved parent in 1824. How she felt on this trying 
occasion may be gathered from the following extracts 
from a letter written immediately after that event. 

“ How shall I begin this letter ? what language shall 
I use to express the feelings of my mind ? I have news 
to inform you of, but which you are in some measure 
prepared to receive—the death of a near and dear rela¬ 
tive, no less than a dear and honoured father. You 

* The first Baptist Church in Broseley, Shropshire. 
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can better imagine, tha,n I describe, my feelings on this 
solemn occasion. Oh l how solemn is a death-bed 
scene ! Never did I witness such a scene before, as I 
have done this week. My dear father, labouring in the 
arms of death, four days and four nights in the most 
extreme agony, and the last two, not able to speak. 
But never was affliction borne with greater patience. I 
believe he enjoyed great peace of mind to the last, al¬ 
though he suffered so much in body.—The last sentence 
I heard distinctly, was in answer to the Rev. Mr, Ri¬ 
chards, (his Pastor,) who asked him how his soul was : 
he very quickly replied, * My soul is safe in the hands 
of Him who is able to keep it against that day.’—This 
morning, at J past 3 o’clock, his happy spirit was released 
from its prison of clay, to take possession of its hea¬ 
venly inheritance. The Sabbath was his delight, and 
he has now entered on that Sabbath that shall never 
end, and is in the midst of that company that shall never 
separate. He appeared to be dying from the time he 
was taken ill on Wednesday, until he drew his last 
breath this morning. The river was very deep, and few 
ever suffered more in passing the ‘ swellings of Jor¬ 
dan.’ He was in convulsions the whole of Saturday, 
and until within an hour of his death, when he became 
gradually easy, and went off the same as falling asleep. 
1 never left him a quarter of an hour together after he 
was taken ill, excepting when I lay down to rest a little. 
I have been up part of two nights and the whole of the 
other two.—I saw him draw the last breath ;—I heard 
him fetch the last sjgh. Oh ! how it rent my heart.— 
His sighs and grot-ns are continually in my ears, to my 
thinking, now.—We were praying the whole time for 
his release, but for all that, I could scarcely bear the 
thought of parting The Lord has been very kind to 
us in supporting our minds during the trial. My 
mother feels it very much, but we are all thankful he is 
released from his sufferings, for we are well assured, he 
is now where * sickness and sorrow, pain and death, 
are felt and feared no more.' Our house appears very 
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gloomy; I can hardly think of any thing but death. 
Oh ! that when I come to lay down my mortal taberna¬ 
cle my mind may be equally serene and tranquil with 
that of my dear father/' 

This prayer, it will be seen was heard, and the wish 
fully realized. From the foregoing extract some idea 
may be formed of her filial piety, which was of the 
purest and most elevated character; nor was she less 
distinguished by her love to her brothers and sisters, 
and her concern for their eternal welfare; for their 
conversion, with many tears, she times without number 
presented her earnest prayers to the God of heaven. 
At one time she entered into an engagement with a 
Christian friend to set apart a particular portion of time 
to pray for this especial object, and though after the 
lapse of some months that practice was discontinued, she 
never censed to pray ** that they might be saved thus, 
for them many prayers have been lodged in heaven, 
by both parents and sister, and as God is the hearer 
of prayer, surely the hope may be indulged that, as 
he excited them to pray, he will sooner or later 
answer their prayers, and bring those on whose behalf 
they were presented, to tlie saving knowledge of himself 
on earth, and the enjoyment of everlasting blessedness 
in heaven : then those that sowed, and they that reap, 
will rejoice together. 

It was not, however, for kindred alone that the sub¬ 
ject of this memoir laboured and prayed : she w T as a 
number of years actively employed as a Sunday School 
Teacher, and also as a Distributor of Tracts. In these 
exercises, as well as in visiting the abodes of affliction 
and misery, she took great delight, from the hope that 
thereby she might be instrumental in promoting the 
glory of God and the best interests of her fellow crea¬ 
tures. Nor was she without pleasing evidence of 
positive good of the very highest order, resulting from 
her unostentatious exertions. As a distributor of Tracts, 
she had the high satisfaction of seeing the Sabbath- 
breaker and the profane, by whom she and her tracts 
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were at first treated in a very contemptuous manner, 
become the conscientious observer of that sacred day of 
rest, constant in attendance on the public worship of 
God, grateful for the attention she had bestowed on him, 
and, so far as human observation could ascertain, the 
sincere and humble follower of the Lord Jesus Christ. 

On the 17th of May, 1826, after an uninterrupted ac¬ 
quaintance of more than nine years' duration, she was 
united in marriage, with him who now mourns her loss, 
and after paying a parting visit to her friends in the coun¬ 
try, and otherwise preparing for the voyage, she left Lon¬ 
don for Deal on the 19th of June, and on the following 
day, embarked on board the Florentia for India. For 
full two months, during the first part of the voyage, she 
was a very great sufferer, and was so exceedingly re¬ 
duced by constant sickness that her life was almost 
despaired of, and it seemed highly probable, she would 
not survive the passage ; but the Lord was pleased 
to spare her a little longer, and on the 22nd of October, 
she arrived in Calcutta, in a better state of health than 
when she left England. 

Passing by the intermediate events of her life, we 
shall now contemplate her at its close, in the prospect 
of death, and near approach to the eternal world. 

For the last year and a half, or two years, her health 
considerably declined, and a severe domestic affliction, 
inducing necessarily great fatigue, added to the causes of 
apprehension regarding her. For several months pre¬ 
vious to her last confinement, she had an impression that 
she should not sui/ive that event; and repeatedly ex¬ 
pressed herself to that effect in conversation: latterly 
her mind became more cheerful and composed, though 
not without a foreboding of the kind just mentioned. 
On Friday the 24th of May, she was made the living 
and joyful mother of her fourth child. This was to her 
an unexpected mercy, and, filled with a sense of grati¬ 
tude, she shortly after requested the writer to unite irk 
an offering of praise and thanksgiving for the benefit 
bestowed. This apparent deliverance from what she 
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had forboded, seemed to fill her with surprise at the 
goodness of the Lord ; hence immediately after uniting 
in the sacred acts of praise and prayer, she remarked to 
a kind friend who attended her, how peculiarly suited to 
her case was the expression in the psalm which had 
been read, “ Who redeemeth thy life from destruction/* 
For some days she appeared to be doing well, and san¬ 
guine hopes were entertained of her speedy restoration; 
hut towards the end of the next week she complained 
of great debility, and expressed it as her conviction, 
that instead of regaining, she was really losing strength. 
This circumstance recalled her former forebodings to 
mind, and caused her once or twice to intimate that she 
might not recover. 

During the forenoon of Monday, the 10th from her 
confinement, she complained of considerable indisposi¬ 
tion, being suddenly taken with a sick and trembling 
sensation, which at one time seemed to threaten imme>- 
ate dissolution. When she first mentioned this circum- 
stanc* there was a good deal of anxiety depicted on her 
countenance, and there is reason to conclude, from an 
observation she made on the day of her death, that she 
looked upon what she then felt as premonitory of that 
event. Indeed, death may be said to have now marked 
her for his own, and she was brought to contemplate that 
last enemy under new and untried circumstances :—to 
view him near, and feel his hand upon her. And if in 
addition to the all-important question of her own ac¬ 
ceptance, her mind was led to survey her four lovely 
babes, and contemplating the future, to view them de¬ 
prived, in the event of her removal, of a mother’s care 
and love ; and if this scene, and the natural fondness of 
a parent, made her feel the pang unutterable, and caused 
her to recoil from the prospect before her, who could 
wonder, much less blame ? Certain it is that on this and 
some following days, her children lay near her heart, 
and occasioned many anxious thoughts; and hard was 
the struggle with maternal feelings, ere she could fully 
resign those she held so dear. This, however, grace 
subsequently enabled her to do entirely. 
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For the next three or four days the symptoms were 
on the whole mild and encouraging; but whatever 
hopes were entertained by those around her, she re¬ 
peatedly intimated an impression that she should not 
recover. In reply to inquiries as to the state of her 
mind, she complained of much darkness, said “ she felt 
herself a great sinner, and feared she had never truly 
loved Christ :** when reminded of his gracious invita¬ 
tions and faithfulness, she replied, “ Yes, I know he is 
faithful, and will cast out none that come to him, but 
I fear I never did come to him ; my desire is to do so, 
and I do hope he will yet accept me ; but I feel myself 
so unworthy, I have been such an unprofitable servant/' 
She was much in prayer, that the Lord would again 
reveal himself unto her soul, and enable her to lay hold 
on the hope of the Gospel. Her desires towards Christ 
were ardent and strong; she longed to feel his love, 
and to behold his face in righteousness. As to the 
question of life or death she seemed perfectly resigned 
to the will of God; her anxious prayer was, tmat he 
would give her a token for good, ere he removed her 
out of the world, if such was his pleasure ; and enable 
her to live more entirely to his glory, should he be 
pleased to raise her up again. 

On Saturday, June 8th, she seemed more exhausted 
than usual, so as to excite considerable anxiety for the 
event; and she still complained that her mind was dark, 
and that she could not satisfactorily see her interest in 
Christ, though her hope was in him alone. She was 
thirsting for the waters of life, and cleaving to the cross 
as her only refuge ; but she had not that sense of par¬ 
don and acceptance with God, she had often experienc¬ 
ed through believing; nor that peace and joy which the 
presence of Christ and the witness of the Spirit impart 
to the soul. In the course of the day several hymns 
were read to her, into the import of which she entered 
with much feeling, particularly the 169th and the 313th 
of Dr* Hippon’s Selection, dwelling with peculiar em¬ 
phasis on the lines with which most of the verses of the 
latter close,— 
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" Turn and look upon me, Lord, 

And break my heart of stone." 

While the last verse completely melted her. 

“ Look, as when thy pitying eye 
Was closed that we might live ; 

‘ Father, (at the point to die 
My Saviour gasp'd,) forgive F 
Surely with that dying word, 

He turns, and looks, and cries, * Tis done !* 

O my loving, bleeding Lord, 

This breaks my heurt of Btone." 

The next day she was apparently much better, and 
sanguine but delusive hopes were entertained of her 
recovery. As night approached, all these pleasing ex¬ 
pectations vanished; she became worse, and spent a 
restless night. The following morning she seemed 
somewhat better, and her mind was in a more com¬ 
fortable state. A large portion of the past sleepless 
night had been spent in earnest prayer, and she was 
now enabled in some measure to lay hold on the pro¬ 
mises of God in the word. During the day she suffered 
Touch from cold perspiration, and several times inquired 
to what it was owing, and what it could mean, 
evidently regarding it herself as the precursor of 
death. 

A kind friend who called to see her on the evening 
of this day, has furnished me with the following obser¬ 
vations relative to the state of her mind. 

“ You are aware that I was with her hut a very short 
time, (a circumstance I most deeply regret;) and when 
we were alone, I remarked that ' It is a great comfort 
to think that all our afflictions are sent by a gracious 
Father.’ * Yes,’ she replied, * and Christ’—I could 
not catch the rest, she spoke so very feebly. ‘ He 
knows our frame,’ I observed; * he is touched with a 
feeling of our infirmities, and he will not amict us more 
than he will enable us to bear.’-—* Yes,’ she added, ‘ He 
knows our frame: he knows what temptations we are 
exposed to, and I trust I am willing to leave all in his 
hands, and to live or die’—then her voice became so 
faint that I could not distinctly hear the words, but I 
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could perceive she was in a sweetly resigned and hea¬ 
venly frame of mind. I shall never forget the affec¬ 
tionate earnestness with which she said to me, as I was 
about leaving the room, ‘ My very dear Mrs. Sykes, 
pray for me,—remember me in your prayers.*—I was 
much affected, and remarked that she had an all pre¬ 
vailing intercessor, and one that ever lives to intercede 
for his people ; she said ‘ Yes,’ with peculiar emphasis, 
and seemed rejoicing in the delightful thought. I then 
took my leave, but ah ! little did I think it would be a 
last farewell/* 

About 11 she fell asleep, and slept till 1, after which 
she slept no more until she fell asleep in Jesus the next 
evening. Her waking hours were however occupied in 
communion with God. She wrestled with him in prayer, 
and he graciously heard the voice of her supplication, and 
appeared to dispel the darkness which had so long over¬ 
cast her mind. A sweet peace now filled her soul, mid 
she could testify of the faithfulness and loving kind¬ 
ness of the Lord. On approaching her in the morning, 
a delightful and holy composure was observable in her 
countenance, and apparent in every word she uttered; 
on asking how she felt, she replied, “ Comfortable, I 
do hope the Lord will he gracious to me.. I have been 
earnestly praying that he would accept me in the Be¬ 
loved, and I trust he has heard me: I can say, * lie 
loved me, and gave himself for me.' ** As to bodily 
health she seemed much better than on the preceding 
day, and a medical friend, who called in, spoke of her 
being taken on the river *, in allusion to which she 
shortly after observed to a friend, “ Dr. C. spoke about 
my being removed on the river, but ah ! I think I shall 
be removed but once more.”—Every thing went on fa¬ 
vorably until* about ^ past 10 o’clock, when a sudden 
and fatal change took plai Up to this moment the 
writer "had hoped, and almost believed she would re¬ 
cover ; it was now apparent that without a speedy 
dfecidge, which there was no reason to expect, this 
would be impossible, and death must ensue; nothing 
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therefore remained but to inform her of her situation, 

ascertain more fuljv the state of her mind, administer 

♦ 

the consolations of religion, and wait the event. This 
I at once resolved to do, and, taking my station beside 
her, inquired how she felt in her mind: she replied, 
“ Comfortable.” “ Do you feel,” I inquired, “ that you 
can and do trust fully and entirely in Christ ?” She an* 
swered, " Yes, I do trust in him.” “ Do you experi¬ 
ence his love, and feel that you love Him ?” With 
peculiar emotions she replied, “ Yes, I do love him.” 
“ Do you feel any desire to depart to be with Christ ? 
do vou desire to see Him face to face, to be near and en- 
joy Him ?” With much feeling she replied, “ Yes, I do 
desire His presence, I do wish to be near Him.” Her 
countenance brightened during ‘vnis conversation, and 
was a pleasing index of the peace and joy she then ex¬ 
perienced. I then asked, “ Could you feel any satisfac¬ 
tion in the thought of now going to be with the Lord, 
should it be liis pleasure now to call you to himself ?” 
“ Why,” she replied, “ I hope I should be reconciled to 
his will, should he be pleased^ now to take m«# but,” 
said she, looking earnestly at me,“ do you think my death 
so near, and that I shall not recover ? do you thihk I 
shall now die ? Tell me, do tell me.” I replied, " I do 
think, my dear, that is vour happiness ; the Lord whom 
vou love is, I think, ..oout to take you to himself.” 
“ Well,” she observed with great earnestness, “ if that 
be the case, l must be preparedand raising her 
eyes towards heaven, she presented a most fervent and 
appropriate prayer, and in the exercise of a living faith, 
committed herself to God. Among the expressions she 
used were the following: 4 ‘ If it be thy will, O thou 
blessed God, now to take me to thyself, thy will be 
done. Prepare me for my change—wash me in the 
blood of Christ,—clothe me in his righteousness, and 
accept me in the Beloved. I have no other hope, no 
other trust*.” Shortly after, turning to me, she inquired, 

* this conveisation I could not repress the painful 

' av' '(ms 1 felt, or refiain from weeping; nil present wept too, 
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“ But what makes you think I shall die ? why do you 
think I shall not recover ? what change do you see in 
me, that makes you think so? I perceive none in 
myself/' Not caring to say what change had taken 
place, I merely replied, “ The Lord can, I know, raise 
you up again if he see fit, but I think he is about to do 
better by you.” “ Well,” she observed, ** if it be so, 
His will be done.” She subsequently referred to the 
peculiar sensations she had experienced on the preced¬ 
ing Monday week, and said, “ From that time I gave 
up all hopes of recovery.” 

During the foregoing conversation, there was not the 
least symptom of fear or alarm ; her mind was tranquil, 
and she spoke with the utmost composure, though with 
much feeling. There was, as indeed there had been 
through the whole period of her illness, a seriousness, 
which indicated a vivid perception of the nature of her 
situation ; but there were also, the “ peace that passeth 
all understanding,” arising from a sense of pardon and 
acceptance, a holy resignation to the will of God con¬ 
cerning her, and a cheering expectation of eternal 
glory. She had been desirous of living a while longer 
on earth, and so long as those about her thought she 
would recover, she was willing to admit the idea that 
she might, though her own impressions were that she 
should not. Now she was willing to depart, and from the 
moment she was informed her death was probably near, 

but of this she seemed to take little ov no notice, at least it did 
not appear to disturb in*'*. She felt the unutterable importance 
of her situation, and sc* med in realizing it to be effectually raised 
above all surrounding objects. While 1 conversed with her on the 
subject of the change slu was about to experience, and when she 
addressed, in the language Of prayer, hrr Heavenly Father, her 
countenance became peculiarly radiant—her eyes glistened—her 
entire soul was taken up with the subject; and while she manifest¬ 
ed a most delightful acquiescence in the will of God, she also 
Ovincid an ardotfr Of devotion peculiarly and pleasingly intense. I 
have often thought that her feelings and conduct ou this occasion 
were strikingly illustrative of the parable of the virgins who arose 
and trimmed' their lumps. ‘ If that be the east, if the Lord is about 
to call me to himself, 3 must be prepared, M said she, and immedi¬ 
ately made a fresh surrender of herself to her Heavenly Father. 
Well might Balaam say, *' Let me die the death of the righteous.” 



15 


she let go the slight remaining hold she had on earth, 
and fixed it firm on heaven. The concerns of that 
world towards which she was fast hastening, and for 
which divine grace had so evidently prepared her, now 
fully, and delightfully, and almost exclusively, occupied 
her thoughts. She knew* in whom she had believed 
and felt a sweet assurance that she was going to be 
with Jesus, who loved her and gave himself for her. 

On my retiring for a few minutes, a kind friend pre¬ 
sented one of the children* for her to kiss ; but unable 
to bear the sight, she turned her head and wept, at the 
same time praying most fervently that the ** Lord 
would have mercy on all her children, keep them from 
the evil of *the world, and make them plants of his own 
right hand planting in the house of the Lord.” On my 
return I read at her request, several portions of scrip¬ 
ture, selecting* for this purpose passages from 2 Cor. 
iv. and v.: 1 Pet. i. and ii. and Rev. i.; also a few 
hymns considered suitable to her circumstances, as 
“ Guide me, O thou great Jehovah “ Come, Lord, and 
warm each languid heart“ On Jordan’s stormy banks 
I standand “ The everlasting song,” in Dr. Rippon’s 
Selection; prayer was then offered on her behalf. Into 
these exercises she entered with great feeling, repeating 
and dwelling with holy delight on the words of promise, 
and drawing from them consolation and support—for 
which, and the other mercies she enjoyed, she express¬ 
ed the liveliest gratitude. She was now desired to 
compose herself to sleep, and she tried to do so, but 
slept not; whenever I approached her, though her eyes 
were closed, I observed her lips moving, and on going 
sufficiently near, I invariably found her engaged in holy 
exercises, as prayer, praise, contemplation on heavenly 
objects, or repeating hymns or texts of Scripture. Of 
the latter, passages like the following were often on her 
lips ; “ accepted in the Beloved;—who hath loved us 
and washed us from our sins in his blood;—who loved 


* William, who was then not quite two years old* 
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me and gave himself for ms.” Of the former, the 
following beautiful verses occur to mind : 

“ I’ll speak the honours of thy name 
With my last labouring breath ; 

And dying, clasp thee in my arms-— 

The antidote of death.” 

“ But -when this lisping, stammering tongue 
Lies silent in the grave, 

Then in a nobler, sweeter song, 

I’ll sing thy power to save.” 

The following lines she also repeated with much feel¬ 
ing and delight. 

“ When we appear in yonder cloud 
With all the favoured throng, 

Then will we sing more sweet, more loud, 

And Christ shall be our song.” 

While in health she highly prized and diligently 
improved the public means of grace, and now that she 
lay on her dying pillow repeatedly referred to them with 
feelings indicative of the high value she put upon them, 
and in a very solemn manner said, ” Tell them that iwg* 
led the means of grace that they will repent of it .” In 
the course of the day she was asked if she had any 
particular wish she would like to mention. She inquir¬ 
ed, ” About what ?” It was replied, “ Concerning your 
children, or friends.” This was a subject too painful 
for her, and bursting into tears at the mention of her 
children, she replied, “ Why, I should like to know 
where they will be, I do wish to know with whom 
they will be.” Perceiving how much the question had 
discomposed her, I said, “ Well, never mind, leave 
them with me and in the Lord’s hands.” This she was 
enabled to do, and immediately regained her wonted 
tranquillity, which she retained to the very last, though 
her affection and solicitude for those she was about to 
leave suffered no abatement. Hence at one time on 
my going near her, she gave me her hand, and with 
peculiar tenderness, combined with the utmost compo¬ 
sure and resignation to the divine will, said, “I did 
think to spend a few more years with you, hut the 
Lord determines otherwise, and his will be doneand 
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at another time she observed, “ I have been thinking 
about taking you to heaven with me ; I wish I could 
take you all with me/' To part was painful, but to die 
she knew would be gain, and she now felt a desire to 
depart to be with Christ. “ I know,” she observed, 
“ he is faithful to his promise ; he has said he will cast 
out none that come to him, and he will not cast me out. 
Jesus is the friend of sinners, and he is my friend.” 

About y past 3 p. m. her kind medical attendant 
called in, but her case was now beyond the reach of the 
healing art; at this he expressed liis regret, but seemed 
deeply interested in the happy state of her mind. The 
tide of life was fast ebbing; but, though occasionally 
incoherent and wandering, she was fully conscious of her 
situation, and filled with devotional feelings : though 
greatly exhausted she continued to speak of divine 
things ; and when most incoherent, it was easy to per¬ 
ceive that these things engrossed her attention, and im¬ 
parted to her pleasures of the most refined and elevated 
character. He in whom she had believed did not fail 
her in the trying hour. His love she felt, and when 
she could scarcely articulate she spoke of his preci¬ 
ousness, saying, “It is better to have Christ in the 
heart, than to have all the luxuries in the world.” The 
perfect consciousness she displayed as to her situation 
on the verge of eternity ; her resignation to the divine 
wjU, and triumph over the fear of death ; the compo¬ 
sure and satisfaction with which she contemplated the 
realities of the eternal world, and realized the prospect 
of entering into the immediate presence of her God and 
Saviour, were obvious to every one, and deeply inter¬ 
esting, prompting the prayer, “ Let me die the death of 
the righteous .She continued more or less sensible 
until a short time before her death, at 29 minutes past 
6 o'clock, when, in the gentlest manner possible, she 
breathed her squI into the hands of her Redeemer. 
The next morning her remains were conveyed to the 
Salkiya burial-ground, and there deposited to await the 
resurrection of the just. 



18 


Thus died this friend of Jesus at the early age of 31, 
wanting one week; she had been nearly 15 years under 
a consistent profession of religion, and for 16 or 17 
years had experienced its sanctifying and cheering in¬ 
fluence on her heart. She left four children to mourn 
her loss, but an allwise though mysterious Providence 
shortly after called the youngest to a better world, there 
to join the glorified spirit of her parent in a song of 
praise unto him that loved them, and redeemed them by 
his blood. 

At the head of the grave a plain Monument has since 
been erected with a tablet bearing the following in¬ 
scription. 

Sit JHmorg 

OF 

MRS. ANN THOMAS, 

BELOVED WIFE OF 

REV. J. THOMAS, Missionary, 

WHO DIED JUNE 11, 1833. 

Aged 31 years. 

ALSO 

Of Esther, her Infant Daughter, 

WHO DIED SEPT, 12, 1833. 

Aged 3 months and 18 days. 

Hail Glorious Gospel; Heavenly Light, whereby 

We live with comfort and with comfort die. 
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Reflections on the foregoing narrative. 

1. Does not this brief memoir exhibit in a strong 
light the power and worth of real religion, especially in 
the near prospect of death and the eternal world ? It 
was religion, be it remembered, which prepared the 
departed for that solemn scene. It was religion which 
so wonderfully supported her mind in the immediate 
prospect of eternity. It was religion that deprived 
death of all its terrors, and transformed that dread mes¬ 
senger into an angel of light—and made her “ more than 
conqueror through the blood of the lamb/' But, 

2. Does not the experience of the departed suggest 
to every one that hears this relation of it, the desireable - 
ness of possessing “ like precious faith —of being 
vitally united to the Lord Jesus Christ, interested in his 
atoning sacrifice, and dying (for all must die) as she 
died, supported by the same hopes and cheered by the 
same prospects ? And if these things are felt to be 
desirable, ought they not to he sought with an earnest¬ 
ness proportioned to their worth and importance ? For 
unless they be sought with a fixed determination to 
obtain them, or die in the attempt, it is vain to 
expect they will ever be enjoyed. Shall we be care¬ 
ful, yea anxious for the support of the body, the pre¬ 
servation or restoration of health, and protection from 
harm, and neglect our souls ? be all alive to the trifles 
of time, and negligent of the momentous concerns of 

eternity ? Let each one ask himself, that as he must 

¥ 

die, how he would like to die, when the time comes ? 
or how he is likely to die should death find him in his 
present state ? In other words, let him ask, Am I 
prepared to die } are my sins forgiven ? is my soul re¬ 
newed, and am I habitually living a life of faith on the 
Son of God, and of holy obedience to his revealed will. 
If, on examination, he discover reason to believe him¬ 
self at present unprepared for the solemn scenes be¬ 
fore him, let him at once apply to God in Christ, 
to give him his holy Spirit to produce the meetness 
required ? Can it be deemed wise or safe, in a case of 



20 


such unutterable importance, and when sickness, disease 
and death prevail around, and the present hour may be 
the last, to delay such application ? What if the sum¬ 
mons come, and put a period to his probationary term 
ere this great work is done ! He must then lie down in 
sorrow with the bitter reflection, “ Procrastination has 
been my ruin.” Improve, then, the present moment; 
time lost can never be recalled. Behold now is the ac¬ 
cepted time; behold now is the day of salvation. 

' J. THOMAS. 



